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1 Overview

Producer name: Avoti SWF SIA

Producer address: Avoti Lizuma pagasts, LV-4425 Gulbenes novads, Latvia

SBP Certificate Code: SBP-04-35

Geographic position: 57.192300, 26.368700

Primary contact: Arnita Apine, +371 64471180,arnita.apine@avoti.lv

Company website: www.avoti.lv

Date report finalised: 21 Jan 2021

Close of last CB audit: 17 Feb 2021

Name of CB: SCS Global Services

SBP Standard(s) used: SBP Standard 1: Feedstock Compliance Standard, SBP Standard 

2: Verification of SBP-compliant Feedstock, SBP Standard 4: Chain of Custody, SBP Standard 5: Collection 

and Communication of Data Instruction, Instruction Document 5E: Collection and Communication of Energy 

and Carbon Data 1.3

Weblink to Standard(s) used: https://sbp-cert.org/documents/standards-documents/standards

SBP Endorsed Regional Risk Assessment: Latvia

Weblink to SBR on Company website: https://www.avoti.lv/uploads/2021/

Indicate how the current evaluation fits within the cycle of Supply Base Evaluations

Main (Initial)
Evaluation

First
Surveillance

Second
Surveillance

Third
Surveillance

Fourth
Surveillance

Re-assessment

☐ ☐ ☐ ☒ ☐ ☐

https://sbp-cert.org/documents/standards-documents/standards
https://sbp-cert.org/documents/standards-documents/standards


2 Description of the Supply Base

2.1 General description

Feedstock types: Primary, Secondary, Tertiary

Includes Supply Base evaluation (SBE): Yes

Feedstock origin (countries): Latvia, Estonia, Lithuania, Finland, Sweden, Poland, Russia

2.2 Description of countries included in the Supply Base

Country:Latvia

Area/Region: All regions

Exclusions: No

F o r e s t s   i n   L a t v i a   c o v e r   3 , 0 4   m i l l i o n   h a   ( t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t   S e r v i c e ,   2 0 2 0 ) .   A c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e   d a t a   o f   t h e   S t a t e   

F o r e s t   S e r v i c e   ( c o n c e r n i n g   t h e   s u r v e y e d   a r e a   a l l o c a t e d   t o   m a n a g e m e n t   a c t i v i t i e s   r e g u l a t e d   b y   t h e   F o r e s t   

L a w ) ,   f o r e s t   l a n d   a m o u n t s   t o   5 2   %   ( t h e   r a t i o   o f   t h e   f o r e s t   l a n d   t o   t h e   e n t i r e   t e r r i t o r y   o f   t h e   c o u n t r y ) .   T h e   

L a t v i a n   S t a t e   o w n s   4 9 %   o f   t h e   t o t a l   f o r e s t   a r e a   ( 1   4 9 5   6 1 6   h a ) ,   w h i l e   t h e   o t h e r   5 1 %   ( 1   5 6 0   9 6 1   h a )   b e l o n g   

t o   o t h e r   o w n e r s .   T h e   n u m b e r   o f   p r i v a t e   f o r e s t   l a n d   o w n e r s   i n   L a t v i a   i s   a b o u t   1 4 4   t h o u s a n d . 

T h e   a r e a   c o v e r e d   b y   f o r e s t s   i s   i n c r e a s i n g .   T h e   e x p a n s i o n   h a p p e n s   b o t h   n a t u r a l l y   a n d   b y   a f f o r e s t a t i o n   o f   

i n f e r t i l e   l a n d   u n s u i t a b l e   f o r   a g r i c u l t u r e . 

I n   t h e   l a s t   d e c a d e ,   t h e   t i m b e r   p r o d u c t i o n   i n   L a t v i a   h a s   f l u c t u a t e d   b e t w e e n   9   t o   1 3   m i l l i o n   c u b i c   m e t e r s . 

F o r e s t   l a n d   c o n s i s t s   o f : 

·   f o r e s t s :   3 , 0 4   m i l l i o n   h a   ( 9 0 , 6   % ) ; 

·   m a r s h e s :   0 , 1 7   m i l l i o n   h a   ( 5 , 1   % ) ; 

·   g l a d e s   ( f o r e s t   m e a d o w s ) :   0 , 0 3 1   m i l l i o n   h a   ( 0 , 9   % ) ; 

·   f l o o d e d   a r e a s :   0 , 0 1 7   m i l l i o n   h a   ( 0 , 5   % ) ; 

·   i n f r a s t r u c t u r e   f a c i l i t i e s :   0 , 0 8 1   m i l l i o n   h a   ( 2 , 4   % ) ; 

·   o t h e r   f o r e s t   l a n d :   0 , 0 1 7   m i l l i o n   h a   ( 0 , 5 % ) . 

( t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t   S e r v i c e ,   2 0 1 9 ) 

D i s t r i b u t i o n   o f   f o r e s t s   b y   d o m i n a n t   s p e c i e s :   



·   P i n e :   3 2 , 9 5   %   

·   S p r u c e :   1 8 , 6 8   % 

·   B i r c h :   2 9 , 6 3   % 

·   B l a c k   a l d e r :   3 , 2 9   % 

·   G r e y   a l d e r :   7 , 0 7   % 

·   A s p e n :   7 , 2 5   % 

·   O a k :   0 , 3 2   % 

·   A s h :   0 , 4 2   % 

·   O t h e r   s p e c i e s :   0 , 3 9   % 

( t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t   S e r v i c e ,   P u b l i c   r e p o r t ,   2 0 1 9 ) 

S h a r e   o f   s p e c i e s   u s e d   i n   r e f o r e s t a t i o n ,   b y   p l a n t i n g   a r e a : 

·   P i n e :   1 5   % 

·   S p r u c e :   2 0   % 

·   B i r c h :   2 9   % 

·   W h i t e   a l d e r :   1 4   % 

·   A s p e n :   1 8   % 

·   O t h e r   s p e c i e s :   4   % 

( t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t   S e r v i c e ,   2 0 1 8 ) 

T i m b e r   p r o d u c t i o n   b y   t y p e s   o f   c u t t i n g ,   b y   v o l u m e   p r o d u c e d : 

·   F i n a l   c u t s :   8 2 , 9 4   % 

·   T h i n n i n g :   1 0 , 8 4   % 

·   S a n i t a r y   c u t s :   3 , 0 5   % 

·   D e f o r e s t a t i o n   c u t s :   1 , 5 5   % 

·   O t h e r   t y p e s   o f   c u t s :   1 , 6 2   % 

( t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t   S e r v i c e ,   2 0 1 9 ) 

T h e   n e t   t u r n o v e r   o f   f o r e s t r y   a n d   l o g g i n g   m a k e s   u p   2 8 %   o f   t h e   t o t a l   t u r n o v e r   o f   t h e   f o r e s t   s e c t o r   

( M a n u f a c t u r e   o f   w o o d   a n d   w o o d   p r o d u c t s   –   6 4 , 4 6 % ,   m a n u f a c t u r e   o f   f u r n i t u r e   –   7 , 5 4 % ) . 



F o r e s t r y   p r o d u c t i o n 

F o r e s t r y   s e c t o r 

T h e   f o r e s t r y   s e c t o r   i n   L a t v i a   i s   m a n a g e d   b y   t h e   M i n i s t r y   o f   A g r i c u l t u r e ,   w h i c h   i n   c o o p e r a t i o n   w i t h   t h e   s e c t o r   

i n t e r e s t   g r o u p s   d e v e l o p s   f o r e s t   p o l i c y ,   d e v e l o p m e n t   s t r a t e g y   a s   w e l l   a s   f o r e s t   m a n a g e m e n t ,   f o r e s t   r e s o u r c e 

u s e ,   n a t u r e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   a n d   h u n t i n g   d r a f t   r e g u l a t o r y   e n a c t m e n t s . 

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n   o f   t h e   r e g u l a t o r y   r e q u i r e m e n t s   i n c l u d e d   i n   t h e   L a t v i a n   l a w s   a n d   t h e   C a b i n e t   o f   M i n i s t e r s   

r e g u l a t i o n s   i n   t h e   m a n a g e m e n t   o f   f o r e s t s ,   r e g a r d l e s s   o f   t h e   t y p e   o f   p r o p e r t y ,   i s   c o n t r o l l e d   b y   t h e   S t a t e   

F o r e s t   S e r v i c e   u n d e r   t h e   s u p e r v i s i o n   o f   t h e   M i n i s t r y   o f   A g r i c u l t u r e . 

M a n a g e m e n t   o f   t h e   s t a t e - o w n e d   f o r e s t s   i s   p e r f o r m e d   b y   t h e   J o i n t   S t o c k   C o m p a n y   “ L a t v i a ’ s   S t a t e   F o r e s t s ” ,   

e s t a b l i s h e d   i n   1 9 9 9 .   T h e   c o m p a n y   e n s u r e s   i m p l e m e n t a t i o n   o f   t h e   b e s t   i n t e r e s t s   o f   t h e   s t a t e   b y   p r e s e r v i n g   

v a l u e   o f   t h e   f o r e s t   a n d   i n c r e a s i n g   t h e   s h a r e   o f   f o r e s t   i n   t h e   n a t i o n a l   e c o n o m y . 

B i o l o g i c a l   d i v e r s i t y 

H i s t o r i c a l l y ,   e x t e n s i v e   u s e   o f   L a t v i a n   f o r e s t s   f o r   e c o n o m i c   p u r p o s e s   b e g a n   r e l a t i v e l y   l a t e r   t h a n   i n   m a n y   

o t h e r   E u r o p e a n   c o u n t r i e s ,   t h e r e f o r e ,   g r e a t e r   b i o l o g i c a l   d i v e r s i t y   h a s   b e e n   p r e s e r v e d   i n   L a t v i a .   

F o r   t h e   s a k e   o f   c o n s e r v a t i o n   o f   n a t u r e   v a l u e s ,   6 5 5   s p e c i a l l y   p r o t e c t e d   n a t u r e   t e r r i t o r i e s   h a v e   b e e n   c r e a t e d   

( N a t u r e   C o n s e r v a t i o n   A g e n c y ,   2 0 1 7 ) .   P a r t   o f   t h e s e   t e r r i t o r i e s   i s   i n c l u d e d   i n   t h e   N a t u r a   2 0 0 0 ,   u n i f i e d   

n e t w o r k   o f   p r o t e c t e d   t e r r i t o r i e s   o f   E u r o p e a n   i m p o r t a n c e .   T h e   m o s t   p a r t   o f   t h e   p r o t e c t e d   t e r r i t o r i e s   a r e   i n   

S t a t e   o w n e r s h i p . 

I n   o r d e r   t o   e n s u r e   t h e   p r o t e c t i o n   o f   a   s p e c i a l l y   p r o t e c t e d   s p e c i e s   o r   a   b i o t o p e   o u t s i d e   s p e c i a l l y   p r o t e c t e d   

n a t u r e   t e r r i t o r i e s ,   m i c r o - r e s e r v e s   a r e   c r e a t e d ,   i f   a n y   o f   t h e   f u n c t i o n a l   z o n e s   d o e s   n o t   p r o v i d e   i t .   A c c o r d i n g   

t o   t h e   N a t u r e   C o n s e r v a t i o n   A g e n c y ,   t h e   t o t a l   a r e a   o f   t h e   m i c r o - r e s e r v e s   u n t i l   S e p t e m b e r   1 ,   2 0 1 9   w a s   4 5   



7 8 9   h a .   T h e   i d e n t i f i c a t i o n   o f   b i o l o g i c a l l y   v a l u a b l e   f o r e s t   s t a n d s   a n d   t h e   i m p l e m e n t a t i o n   o f   p r o t e c t i v e   

m e a s u r e s   a r e   p e r f o r m e d   c o n t i n u o u s l y . 

O n   t h e   o t h e r   h a n d ,   f o r   p r e s e r v a t i o n   o f   b i o l o g i c a l   d i v e r s i t y   d u r i n g   f o r e s t   m a n a g e m e n t   a c t i v i t i e s ,   g e n e r a l   

n a t u r e   p r o t e c t i o n   r e q u i r e m e n t s   b i n d i n g   t o   a l l   f o r e s t   m a n a g e r s   h a v e   b e e n   d e v e l o p e d .   T h e y   s t i p u l a t e   t h a t   a t   

f e l l i n g   s e l e c t e d   o l d   a n d   l a r g e   t r e e s ,   d e a d   w o o d ,   u n d e r w o o d   t r e e s   a n d   s h r u b s ,   l a n d   c o v e r   a r o u n d   w e t   m i c r o - 

l o w l a n d s   ( t e r r a i n   d e p r e s s i o n s )   a r e   t o   b e   p r e s e r v e d ,   t h u s   p r o v i d i n g   h a b i t a t   f o r   m a n y   o r g a n i s m s . 

L a t v i a   h a s   b e e n   a   s i g n a t o r y   o f   t h e   C I T E S   C o n v e n t i o n   ( s i n c e   1 9 9 7 ) .   C I T E S   r e q u i r e m e n t s   a r e   r e s p e c t e d   i n   

f o r e s t   m a n a g e m e n t ,   a l t h o u g h   t h e r e   a r e   n o   s p e c i e s   i n c l u d e d   i n   t h e   C I T E S   l i s t s   i n   L a t v i a . 

C o n s e r v a t i o n   C I T E S   o r   I U C N   s p e c i e s 

Species CITES status IUCN classification

Oak (Quercus robur) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Oak (Quercus petraea) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Other CITES / IUCN registrations

Accession 1997

https://cites.org/eng/cms/index.php 

/component/cp/country/LV

Other CITES species are present but 

do not include softwood or deciduous 

trees which are threatened.

Full list:

http://checklist.cites.org/#/en/search/co

untry_ids%5B%5D=196&cites_appendi

ces%5B%5D=I&cites_appendices%5B%

5D=II&cites_appendices%5 

B%5D=III&output_layout=alphabeti 

cal&level_of_listing=0&show_synonym

s=1&show_author=1&show_english=1

&show_spanish=1&show_french=1&sci

entific_name=Plantae&page 

=1&per_page=20

Common Ash (Fraxinus 

excelsior) – Near Threatened

https://www.iucnredlist.org/spe

cies/ 203367/67807718

Full list

https://www.iucnredlist.org/sea

rch?l 

andRegions=LV&searchType=

specie s

F o r e s t   a n d   c o m m u n i t y 



F o r e s t   t e r r i t o r i e s   i n   w h i c h   p r o v i s i o n   o f   r e c r e a t i o n   i s   o n e   o f   t h e   m a i n   o b j e c t i v e s   o f   f o r e s t   m a n a g e m e n t   

a c c o u n t   f o r   u p   t o   8   %   o f   t h e   t o t a l   f o r e s t   a r e a   ( S t a t e   F o r e s t   S e r v i c e ,   2 0 1 8 ) .   S i g h t   t o w e r s ,   c o g n i t i v e   t r a i l s ,   

c u l t u r a l   h e r i t a g e   n a t u r a l   s i t e s   a n d   r e c r e a t i o n a l   a r e a s   –   t h e s e   a r e   j u s t   a   f e w   o f   t h e   r e c r e a t i o n a l   i n f r a s t r u c t u r e   

f a c i l i t i e s   a v a i l a b l e   i n   f o r e s t s   t h a t   c a n   b e   u s e d   b y   a n y o n e .   S p e c i a l   a t t e n t i o n   i s   d e v o t e d   t o   c r e a t i o n   o f   s u c h   

a r e a s   i n   s t a t e - o w n e d   f o r e s t s .   R e c r e a t i o n a l   f o r e s t   a r e a s   i n c l u d e   n a t i o n a l   p a r k s   ( e x c l u d i n g   s t r i c t l y   p r o t e c t e d   

a r e a s ) ,   n a t u r e   p a r k s ,   p r o t e c t e d   l a n d s c a p e   a r e a s ,   p r o t e c t e d   d e n d r o l o g i c a l   o b j e c t s ,   p r o t e c t e d   g e o l o g i c a l   a n d   

g e o m o r p h o l o g i c   o b j e c t s ,   n a t u r e   p a r k s   o f   l o c a l   s i g n i f i c a n c e ,   t h e   B a l t i c   S e a   d u n e   p r o t e c t i o n   z o n e ,   p r o t e c t i v e   

z o n e s   a r o u n d   c i t i e s   a n d   t o w n s ,   f o r e s t s   w i t h i n   a d m i n i s t r a t i v e   t e r r i t o r y   o f   c i t i e s   a n d   t o w n s .   M a n a g e m e n t   a n d   

g o v e r n a n c e   o f   s p e c i a l l y   p r o t e c t e d   n a t u r a l   a r e a s   i n   L a t v i a   i s   c o o r d i n a t e d   b y   t h e   N a t u r e   C o n s e r v a t i o n   A g e n c y 

u n d e r   t h e   M i n i s t r y   f o r   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   P r o t e c t i o n   a n d   R e g i o n a l   D e v e l o p m e n t . 

Country:Estonia

Area/Region: All regions

Exclusions: No

E s t o n i a   i s   a   m e m b e r   o f   t h e   E u r o p e a n   U n i o n   s i n c e   2 0 0 4 .   T h e   E s t o n i a n   l e g i s l a t i o n   i s   i n   c o m p l i a n c e   w i t h   t h e   

E U ’ s   l e g i s l a t i v e   f r a m e w o r k   a n d   d i r e c t i v e s .   N a t i o n a l   l e g i s l a t i v e   a c t s   m a k e   r e f e r e n c e s   t o   t h e   i n t e r n a t i o n a l   

f r a m e w o r k .   A l l   l e g i s l a t i o n   i s   d r a w n   u p   w i t h i n   a   d e m o c r a t i c   s y s t e m ,   s u b j e c t   t o   f r e e   c o m m e n t   b y   a l l   

s t a k e h o l d e r s .   T h e   E s t o n i a n   l e g i s l a t i o n   p r o v i d e s   s t r i c t   o u t l i n e s   i n   r e s p e c t   t o   t h e   u s a g e   o f   f o r e s t r y   l a n d   a n d   

t h e   E s t o n i a n   F o r e s t r y   D e v e l o p m e n t   P l a n   2 0 2 0   h a s   c l e a r   o b j e c t i v e s   a n d   s t r a t e g i e s   i n   p l a c e   t o   e n s u r e   t h e   

f o r e s t l a n d   i s   p r o t e c t e d   u p   t o   t h e   s t a n d a r d s   o f   s u s t a i n a b l e   f o r e s t   m a n a g e m e n t   t e c h n i q u e s .   T h e   M i n i s t r y   o f   

t h e   E n v i r o n m e n t   c o o r d i n a t e s   t h e   f u l f i l m e n t   o f   s t a t e   d u t i e s   i n   f o r e s t r y .   T h e   i m p l e m e n t a t i o n   o f   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   

p o l i c i e s   a n d   i t s   s u p e r v i s i o n   a r e   c a r r i e d   o u t   b y   t w o   s e p a r a t e   e n t i t i e s   o p e r a t i n g   u n d e r   i t s   g o v e r n a n c e .   T h e   

E s t o n i a n   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   B o a r d   m o n i t o r s   a l l   o f   t h e   w o r k   c a r r i e d   o u t   i n   E s t o n i a ’ s   f o r e s t s   w h e r e a s   t h e   

E n v i r o n m e n t a l   I n s p e c t o r a t e   e x e r c i s e s   s u p e r v i s i o n   i n   a l l   a r e a s   o f   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   p r o t e c t i o n . 

T h e   f o r e s t   i s   d e f i n e d   i n   t h e   F o r e s t   A c t .   T h e r e   a r e   t h r e e   m a i n   f o r e s t   c a t e g o r i e s   a r e   d e s c r i b e d   i n   t h i s   

l e g i s l a t i o n :   c o m m e r c i a l   f o r e s t ,   p r o t e c t i o n   f o r e s t   a n d   p r o t e c t e d   f o r e s t s .   A c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e   o w n e r s h i p ,   f o r e s t s   

a r e   a l s o   d i v i d e d   i n t o   p r i v a t e   f o r e s t s ,   m u n i c i p a l i t y   f o r e s t s   a n d   s t a t e   o w n e d   f o r e s t s .   T h e   s t a t e   o w n e d   f o r e s t   

r e p r e s e n t   a p p r o x i m a t e l y   4 0 %   o f   t h e   t o t a l   f o r e s t   a r e a   a n d   i s   c e r t i f i e d   a c c o r d i n g   t o   F S C   a n d   P E F C   f o r e s t   

m a n a g e m e n t   a n d   c h a i n   o f   c u s t o d y   s t a n d a r d   i n   w h i c h   t h e   i n d i c a t o r s   r e l a t e d   t o   f o r e s t   m a n a g e m e n t   p l a n n i n g ,   

m a p s   a n d   a v a i l a b i l i t y   o f   f o r e s t   i n v e n t o r y   r e c o r d s   a r e   b e i n g   c o n s t a n t l y   e v a l u a t e d   a n d   a d d r e s s e d .   T h e   s t a t e   

f o r e s t   i s   m a n a g e d   b y   S t a t e   F o r e s t   M a n a g e m e n t   C e n t r e   ( R M K )   w h i c h   i s   a   p r o f i t - m a k i n g   s t a t e   a g e n c y   

f o u n d e d   o n   t h e   b a s i s   o f   t h e   F o r e s t   A c t   a n d   i t s   m a i n   d u t y   l i e s   i n   a   s u s t a i n a b l e   a n d   e f f i c i e n t   m a n a g e m e n t   o f   

s t a t e   f o r e s t . 

C u r r e n t l y   m o r e   t h a n   2   2 3 0   0 0 0   h a ,   e q u a l   t o   5 1 %   o f   t h e   E s t o n i a n   l a n d   t e r r i t o r y ,   i s   c o v e r e d   b y   f o r e s t   a s   

i n d i c a t e d   i n   F i g u r e   1   a n d   t h e   s h a r e   o f   f o r e s t   l a n d   i s   g r o w i n g .   A c c o r d i n g   t o   F A O   d a t a ,   d u r i n g   2 0 0 0   -   2 0 0 5 ,   

a v e r a g e   a n n u a l   c h a n g e   i n   t h e   f o r e s t   c o v e r   w a s   + 0 . 4   % .   F o r e s t r y   D e v e l o p m e n t   P l a n   2 0 1 2 - 2 0 2 0   a n d   

Y e a r b o o k   F o r e s t   2 0 1 3 ,   t h a t   g i v e s   a n n u a l   r e p o r t s   a n d   f a c t s   a b o u t   t h e   f o r e s t   i n   E s t o n i a ,   s t a t e   t h a t   d u r i n g   l a s t   

d e c a d e   t h e   c u t t i n g   r a t e   i n   E s t o n i a n   f o r e s t s   i s   f r o m   7   t o   1 1   m i l l   m ³   p e r   y e a r .   T h e   a m o u n t   i s   i n   l i n e   w i t h   



s u s t a i n a b l e   d e v e l o p m e n t   p r i n c i p l e   w h e n   t h e   c u t t i n g   r a t e   d o e s n ’ t   e x c e e d s   t h e   a n n u a l   i n c r e m e n t   a n d   g i v e s   

t h e   p o t e n t i a l   t o   m e e t   t h e   l o n g - t e r m   t h e   e c o n o m i c ,   s o c i a l   a n d   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   n e e d s .   A c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e   

F o r e s t r y   D e v e l o p m e n t   P l a n   2 0 1 2 - 2 0 2 0   t h e   s u s t a i n a b l e   c u t t i n g   r a t e   i s   1 2 - 1 5   m i l   h a   p e r   y e a r . 

  

F i g u r e   1 .   F o r e s t   c o v e r   o f   E s t o n i a 

T h e   d i s t r i b u t i o n   o f   g r o w i n g   s t o c k   b y   t r e e   s p e c i e s   i n   E s t o n i a   i s   s h o w n   i n   F i g u r e   2 . 

F i g u r e   2 .   T h e   d i s t r i b u t i o n   o f   g r o w i n g   s t o c k   b y   t r e e   s p e c i e s   ( Y e a r b o o k   F o r e s t   2 0 1 3 ) . 



F o r   l o g g i n g   i n   a n y   t y p e   o f   f o r e s t ,   i t   i s   r e q u i r e d   t h a t   a   v a l i d   f o r e s t   i n v e n t o r y   o r   f o r e s t   m a n a g e m e n t   p l a n ,   a l o n g 

w i t h   a   f e l l i n g   p e r m i t   i s s u e d   b y   t h e   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   B o a r d ,   i s   a v a i l a b l e .   A l l   i s s u e d   f e l l i n g   p e r m i t s   a n d   f o r e s t   

i n v e n t o r y   d a t a   i s   a v a i l a b l e   i n   t h e   p u b l i c   f o r e s t   r e g i s t r y   o n l i n e   d a t a b a s e . 

A r e a   o f   p r o t e c t e d   f o r e s t s   a c c o u n t s   t o   2 5 . 3 %   o f   t h e   t o t a l   f o r e s t   a r e a   w h e r e a s   1 0 %   i s   c o n s i d e r e d   t o   b e   u n d e r 

s t r i c t   p r o t e c t i o n .   T h e   m a j o r i t y   o f   p r o t e c t e d   f o r e s t s   i s   l o c a t e d   o n   s t a t e   p r o p e r t y .   T h e   m a i n   r e g u l a t i o n   

g o v e r n i n g   t h e   p r e s e r v a t i o n   o f   b i o d i v e r s i t y   a n d   t h e   s u s t a i n a b l e   u s e   o f   n a t u r a l   r e s o u r c e s   i s   t h e   N a t u r e   

C o n s e r v a t i o n   A c t .   E s t o n i a   h a s   s i g n e d   t h e   C o n v e n t i o n   o n   I n t e r n a t i o n a l   T r a d e   i n   E n d a n g e r e d   S p e c i e s   o f   W i l d 

F a u n a   a n d   F l o r a   ( C I T E S )   i n   1 9 9 2   a n d   j o i n e d   t h e   I n t e r n a t i o n a l   U n i o n   f o r   C o n s e r v a t i o n   o f   N a t u r e   ( I U C N )   i n   

2 0 0 7 .   T h e r e   a r e   n o   C I T E S   o r   I U C N   p r o t e c t e d   t r e e   s p e c i e s   n a t u r a l l y   g r o w i n g   i n   E s t o n i a . 

C o n s e r v a t i o n   C I T E S   o r   I U C N   s p e c i e s 

Species CITES status IUCN classification

Birch (Betula pubescens) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Other CITES / IUCN registrations

Accession 1992

https://cites.org/eng/cms/index.php 

/component/cp/country/EE

Other CITES species are present but do 

not include softwood or deciduous trees 

which are threatened.

Full list:

http://checklist.cites.org/#/en/search/cou

ntry_ids%5B%5D=11&cites_appendices%

5B%5D=I&cites_appendices%5B%5D=II

&cites_appendices%5B%5D=III&output_

layout=alphabetical&level_of_listing=0&s

how_synonyms=1&show_author=1&sho

w_english=1&show_spanish=1&show_fr

ench=1&scientific_name=Plantae&page

=1&per_page=20

Full list

https://www.iucnredlist.org/se

arch?l 

andRegions=EE&searchTyp

e=specie s

A c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e   F o r e s t r y   Y e a r b o o k   2 0 1 4   t h e   w o o d ,   p a p e r   a n d   f u r n i t u r e   i n d u s t r y   ( 6 4 6 , 4   m i l l i o n   e u r o )   

c o n t r i b u t e d   2 3 , 7 %   t o   t h e   t o t a l   s e c t o r   p r o v i d i n g   3 , 8 %   o f   t h e   t o t a l   v a l u e   a d d e d .   F o r e s t r y   a c c o u n t e d   f o r   1 , 5 %   

o f   t h e   v a l u e   a d d e d . 

I n   E s t o n i a ,   i t   i s   p e r m i t t e d   t o   a c c e s s   n a t u r a l   a n d   c u l t u r a l   l a n d s c a p e s   o n   f o o t ,   b y   b i c y c l e ,   s k i s ,   b o a t   o r   o n   

h o r s e b a c k .   U n m a r k e d   a n d   u n r e s t r i c t e d   p r i v a t e   p r o p e r t y   m a y   b e   a c c e s s e d   a n y   t i m e   a n d   p i c k   b e r r i e s ,   



m u s h r o o m s ,   m e d i c i n a l   p l a n t s ,   f a l l e n   o r   d r i e d   b r a n c h e s ,   u n l e s s   t h e   o w n e r   f o r b i d s   i t .   O n   u n m a r k e d   a n d   

u n r e s t r i c t e d   p r i v a t e   p r o p e r t y   c a m p i n g   i s   a l l o w e d   f o r   2 4   h o u r s .   S t a t e   f o r e s t   m a n a g e m e n t   c e n t e r   ( R M K )   

c r e a t e s   e x e r c i s i n g   a n d   r e c r e a t i o n a l   o p p o r t u n i t i e s   i n   n a t u r e   a n d   i n   r e c r e a t i o n a l   a n d   p r o t e c t i o n   z o n e s   a n d   

p r o v i d e s   e d u c a t i o n   a b o u t   t h e   n a t u r a l   e n v i r o n m e n t   w h i c h   a r e   f r e e   t o   a c c e s s . 

C o m p a r i s o n   o f   t h e   s c a l e   o f   h a r v e s t i n g   c o m p a r e d   t o   o t h e r   f o r e s t   b a s e d   i n d u s t r i e s 

i n   E s t o n i a   ( 2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 6 ) 

Labor productivity per person employed on the basis of 

sales revenue
Added value in forest and wood industries

F o r e s t r y   p r o d u c t i o n 



Country:Lithuania

Area/Region: All regions

Exclusions: No

A c c o r d i n g   t o   2 0 1 8   f o r e s t   s t a t i s t i c s ,   t h e   t o t a l   f o r e s t   l a n d   a r e a   w a s   2   1 9 5   6 0 0   h a ,   c o v e r i n g   3 3 , 6   %   o f   t h e   

c o u n t r y ’ s   t e r r i t o t y .   S i n c e   t h e   1 s t   J a n u a r y   2 0 0 3 ,   t h e   f o r e s t   l a n d   a r e a   h a s   i n c r e a s e d   b y   1 5 0   3 0 0   h a   

c o r r e s p o n d i n g   t o   2 , 3   %   o f   t h e   t o t a l   f o r e s t   c o v e r .   D u r i n g   t h e   s a m e   p e r i o d ,   f o r e s t   s t a n d s   e x p a n d e d   b y   1 0 5   

1 0 0   h a   t o   2   0 5 6   1 0 0   h a .   O c c u p y i n g   1   1 4 4   1 0 0   h a ,   c o n i f e r o u s   s t a n d s   p r e v a i l   i n   L i t h u a n i a ,   c o v e r i n g   5 5 , 6   %   o f 

t h e   f o r e s t   a r e a .   T h e y   a r e   f o l l o w e d   b y   s o f t w o o d   d e c i d u o u s   f o r e s t s   ( 8 4 3   9 0 0   h a ,   4 1 , 0   % ) .   H a r d w o o d   

d e c i d u o u s   f o r e s t s   o c c u p y   6 8   1 0 0   h a   ( 3 , 3   % ) .   T h e   t o t a l   a r e a   o f   s o f t w o o d   d e c i d o u s   f o r e s t   l a n d   i n c r e a s e d   b y   

1 4 5   5 0 0   h a   o v e r   t h e   l a s t   f i f t e e n   y e a r s .   T h e   a r e a   o f   h a r d w o o d   d e c i d o u s   h a s   d e c r e a s e d   b y   2 4   6 0 0   h a   ( m a i n l y 

d u e   t o   d i e b a c k   o f   a s h   s t a n d s )   a n d   c o n i f e r o u s   f o r e s t   b y   1 5   8 0 0   h a .   S c o t s   p i n e   o c c u p i e s   t h e   b i g g e s t   s h a r e   i n   

L i t h u a n i a n   f o r e s t s   –   7 1 1   9 0 0   h a .   C o m p a r e d   t o   2 0 0 3 ,   t h e   a r e a   o f   p i n e   e x p a n d e d   b y   4 0 0   h a .   N o r w a y   s p r u c e   

s t a n d s   c o v e r s   4 2 9   8 0 0   h a ,   w i t h   a   r e d u c t i o n   o f   1 5   4 0 0   h a .   B i r c h   s t a n d s   c o v e r s   t h e   l a r g e s t   a r e a   a m o n g   

d e c i d u o u s   t r e e s .   S i n c e   2 0 0 3 ,   i t   i n c r e a s e d   b y   6 1   4 0 0   h a   a n d   r e a c h e d   4 5 3   6 0 0   h a   b y   t h e   1 s t   J a n u a r y   2 0 1 8 .   

A r e a   o f   b l a c k   a l d e r   i n c r e a s e d   b y   4 0   1 0 0   h a ,   t o   1 5 9   6 0 0   h a .   T h e   a r e a   o f   g r e y   a l d e r   d e c r e a s e d   b y   2 0 0   h a   

r e a c h i n g   1 2 1   8 0 0   h a .   T h e   a r e a   o f   a s p e n   s t a n d s   e x p a n d e d   b y   3 8   4 0 0   t o   9 5   8 0 0   h a .   T h e   a r e a   o f   o a k   s t a n d s   

i n c r e a s e d   f r o m   3 5   7 0 0   h a   t o   4 6   7 0 0   h a .   T h e   a v e r a g e   f o r e s t   a r e a   p e r   c a p i t a   i n c r e a s e d   t o   0 , 7 8   h a .   S i n c e   

2 0 0 3 ,   t o t a l   g r o w i n g   s t o c k   v o l u m e   i n c r e a s e d   f r o m   4 5 3 , 4   m i l l i o n   m 3   u p   t o   5 4 6 , 9   m i l l i o n   m 3 .   T h e   a v e r a g e   

g r o w i n g   s t o c k   v o l u m e   i n   a l l   f o r e s t s   s i n c e   2 0 0 3   i n c r e a s e d   b y   3 1   m 3 / h a   u p   t o   2 5 7   m 3 / h a . 

I n   t h e   b e g i n n i n g   o f   2 0 1 8 ,   t h e   d i s t r i b u t i o n   o f   f o r e s t s   b y   f u n c t i o n a l   g r o u p s   w a s   a s   f o l l o w s : 

-   G r o u p   I   ( s t r i c t   n a t u r e   r e s e r v e s ) :   2 5   3 0 0   h a   ( 1 , 2   % ) ; 

-   G r o u p   I I   ( e c o s y s t e m   p r o t e c t i o n   a n d   r e c r e a t i o n a l ) :   2 5 7   8 0 0   h a   ( 1 1 , 7   % ) ; 

-   G r o u p   I I I   ( p r o t e c t i v e ) :   2 9 2   3 0 0   h a   ( 1 3 , 3   % ) ; 

-   G r o u p   I V   ( c o m m e r c i a l ) :   1   6 2 0   1 0 0   h a   ( 7 3 , 8   % ) . 

C h a n g e s   o f   f o r e s t   l a n d   a r e a   d i s t r i b u t i o n   b y   f o r e s t   g r o u p s   b a s e d   o n   t h e   d e c i s i o n s   o f   f o r e s t   m a n a g e m e n t   

s c h e m e s . 

B y   1 s t   J a n u a r y   2 0 1 8 ,   a r o u n d   a   h a l f   o f   a l l   f o r e s t   l a n d   i n   L i t h u a n i a   w a s   o f   S t a t e   i m p o r t a n c e   –   1   1 0 2   0 0 0   h a .   

8 5 4   2 0 0   h a   o f   p r i v a t e   f o r e s t s   w e r e   r e g i s t e r e d   i n   t h e   S t a t e   E n t e r p r i s e   C e n t r e   o f   R e g i s t e r s .   A f t e r   i n t e r s e c t i o n   

o f   l a y e r s   o f   a l l   f o r e s t s   a n d   p r i v a t e   h o l d i n g s   t h e   e s t i m a t e d   a r e a   o f   p r i v a t e   f o r e s t s   w a s   8 8 8   3 0 0   h a .   T h e   

n u m b e r   o f   p r i v a t e   f o r e s t   o w n e r s   a m o u n t e d   t o   a l m o s t   2 5 0   1 0 0 ,   a   f o r e s t   e s t a t e   a v e r a g i n g   3 , 4   h a . 

S t a t i s t i c a l   i n f o r m a t i o n   o n   t h e   w o o d   m a n u f a c t u r i n g   s e c t o r   i s   v e r y   l i m i t e d   i n   L i t h u a n i a .   T h e   w o o d   p r o d u c t s   

i n d u s t r y   i s   a d v e r s e   t o   s h a r i n g   i n f o r m a t i o n   o r   p r o m o t i n g   i t s   p o t e n t i a l   a n d   b u s i n e s s   o p p o r t u n i t i e s .   P u b l i c l y   

d a t a   a v a i l a b l e   i s   u s u a l l y   o l d   a n d   d o e s   n o t   p r e s e n t   t h e   c u r r e n t   m a r k e t   p i c t u r e .   T h e   f u r n i t u r e   a n d   p a p e r   



i n d u s t r i e s   a r e   t h e   f a s t e s t   d e v e l o p i n g   s e g m e n t s   w i t h i n   t h e   i n d u s t r y .   F o r e s t   a n d   w o o d   p r o c e s s i n g   s e c t o r ’ s   

s h a r e   o f   t o t a l   n a t i o n a l   v a l u e   a d d e d   r e a c h e d   4 , 5 % ,   w i t h   f o r e s t r y   a d d i n g   a b o u t   0 , 6 % .   T h e   b i g g e s t   s h a r e   o f   

t h e   v a l u e   a d d e d   i n   t h e   s e c t o r   w a s   g e n e r a t e d   b y   t h e   f u r n i t u r e   i n d u s t r y ,   s o m e   2 % .   T h e   n u m b e r   o f   c o m p a n i e s   

i n   f o r e s t r y ,   l o g g i n g   a n d   t h e   f o r e s t   i n d u s t r y   d i m i n i s h e d   w h i l e   t h e i r   a v e r a g e   s i z e   i n c r e a s e d   i n   r e c e n t   y e a r s .   

T h e   f u r n i t u r e   a n d   w o o d   p r o c e s s i n g   i n d u s t r i e s   p r o v i d e   o v e r   3 0 %   o f   t h e   j o b s   a v a i l a b l e   i n   t h e   w h o l e   

L i t h u a n i a n   m a n u f a c t u r i n g   i n d u s t r y .   I n   r e c e n t   t i m e s   t h e   f u r n i t u r e   i n d u s t r y   d e v e l o p e d   m o s t l y   d u e   t o   f o r e i g n   

i n v e s t m e n t s . 

F o r e s t r y   p r o d u c t i o n 

N a t i o n a l   n e t w o r k   o f   p r o t e c t e d   a r e a s   c o v e r e d   1   0 2 6   2 0 0   h a   o r   1 5 , 7   %   o f   t h e   t o t a l   L i t h u a n i a n   t e r r i t o r y   b y   1 s t   

o f   N o v e m b e r   2 0 1 8 .   T h e   l a r g e s t   p a r t   o f   t h i s   a r e a   w a s   o c c u p i e d   b y   r e g i o n a l   p a r k s   –   4 4   % ,   b i o s p h e r e   

p o l y g o n s –   2 3   % ,   s t a t e   a n d   m u n i c i p a l   r e s e r v e s   –   1 5   % ,   n a t i o n a l   p a r k s   –   1 4   % ,   r e s e r v e s   a n d   b i o s p h e r e   

r e s e r v e   –   1 , 8   %   e a c h .   S i n c e   1 s t   N o v e m b e r   2 0 1 7   n e w   1 5 7   p r o t e c t e d   n a t u r a l   h e r i t a g e   s i t e s   w e r e   e s t a b l i s h e d . 

A r e a s   o f   N a t u r a   2 0 0 0   n e t w o r k   ( w i t h o u t   m a r i n e   a r e a s )   c o v e r e d   8 4 6 , 5   h a   a t   t h e   1 s t   N o v e m b e r   2 0 1 8 .   I t   

c o m p o s e s   1 3 , 0   %   o f   t h e   c o u n t r y ’ s   t e r r i t o r y . 

V a r i o u s   f o r e s t   p r o t e c t i o n   m e a s u r e s   w e r e   a p p l i e d   b y   t h e   s t a t e   f o r e s t   e n t e r p r i s e s   o n   2 7   2 0 0   h a   o f   f o r e s t   l a n d   

i n   2 0 1 7 .   B i o l o g i c a l   t r e a t m e n t   w a s   a p p l i e d   o n   3 0 0   h a .   F o r e s t e r s   f r o m   9 0 0   h a   r e m o v e d   2 7   1 0 0   m 3   t r e e s   

d a m a g e d   b y   w i n d   a n d   s n o w .   C h e m i c a l   p r o t e c t i o n   m e a s u r e s   w e r e   u s e d   o n   a r e a   2   6 0 0   h a .   F o r   s a n i t a r y   

p r o t e c t i o n ,   s t a t e   f o r e s t   e n t e r p r i s e s   s e t   u p   1 1   7 0 0   n e w   n e s t i n g - b o x e s . 

L i t h u a n i a   h a s   s i g n e d   t h e   C I T E S   C o n v e n t i o n   i n   2 0 0 1 .   C I T E S   r e q u i r e m e n t s   a r e   r e s p e c t e d   i n   f o r e s t   

m a n a g e m e n t ,   a l t h o u g h   t h e r e   a r e   n o   s p e c i e s   i n c l u d e d   i n   t h e   C I T E S   l i s t s   i n   L i t h u a n i a .   

C u r r e n t   h a r v e s t   h a s   r e a c h e d   s o m e   3 . 0   m i l l i o n m 3   u . b . p e r   y e a r .   T h e   c o n s u m p t i o n   o f   i n d u s t r i a l   w o o d   i n   t h e   

d o m e s t i c   f o r e s t   i n d u s t r y ,   i n c l u d i n g   e x p o r t   o f   i n d u s t r i a l   w o o d ,   i s   e s t i m a t e d   t o   b e   l e s s   t h a n   2 . 0   m i l l i o n   m 3 .   T h e 

r e m a i n d e r   i s   u s e d   f o r   f u e l   o r   s t o r e d   i n   t h e   f o r e s t s ,   w i t h   a   d e t e r i o r a t i n g   q u a l i t y   a s   a   r e s u l t . 

T h e   p o t e n c i a l   f u t u r e   a n n u a l   c u t   i s   c a l c u l a t e d   a t   5 , 2   m i l l i o n   m 3 ,   o f   w h i c h   2 , 4   m i l l i o n   m 3   i s   m a d e   u p   o f   s a w n   

t i m b e r   a n d   t h e   r e m a i n i n g   2 , 8   m i l l i o n   m 3   o f   s m a l l   d i m e n s i o n   w o o d   f o r   p u l p   o r   b o a r d   p r o d u c t i o n ,   o r   f o r   f u e l .   

T h e   f i g u r e s   r e f e r   t o   t h e   n e a r e s t   1 0 - y e a r   p e r i o d .   



T h e   n a t i o n a l   l a w s   o n   t h e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   o f   p r o t e c t e d   s p e c i e s   a n d   m e a s u r e s   a v a i l a b l e   ( b r e e d i n g ,   

r e i n t r o d u c t i o n ,   m a n a g e m e n t   o f   h a b i t a t s )   a r e   i n a d e q u a t e   f o r   t h e   p r o t e c t i o n   o f   s p e c i e s .   L i t h u a n i a   h a s   a b o u t   

2 0   p r o t e c t e d   s p e c i e s   t h a t   r e q u i r e   i m m e d i a t e   s p e c i a l   m e a s u r e s   f o r   t h e i r   c o n s e r v a t i o n .   P l a n s   a n d   d o c u m e n t s 

o n   t h e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   o f   p r o t e c t e d   s p e c i e s   f o r   i m p l e m e n t i n g   m e a s u r e s   t o   c o n s e r v e   s p e c i f i c   p r o t e c t e d   s p e c i e s 

a r e   n o t   i n   p l a c e .   I n   a d d i t i o n ,   i n   t h e   d e c i s i o n   m a k i n g   p r o c e s s   o n   e c o n o m i c   a c t i v i t i e s   L i t h u a n i a   m a k e s   

i n s u f f i c i e n t   u s e   o f   t h e   P r o t e c t e d   S p e c i e s   I n f o r m a t i o n   S y s t e m .   R e g u l a t i o n s   o n   t h e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   o f   l o c a t i o n   

a n d   h a b i t a t   s i t e s   o f   s t r i c t l y   p r o t e c t e d   s p e c i e s   h a v e   n o t   b e e n   d r a w n   u p ,   a n d   t h e   e v a l u a t i o n   o f   p r o t e c t e d   

s p e c i e s   i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   c a t e g o r i e s   e s t a b l i s h e d   b y   t h e   I n t e r n a t i o n a l   U n i o n   f o r   C o n s e r v a t i o n   o f   N a t u r e 

( I U C N )   h a s   n o t   b e e n   c a r r i e d   o u t . 

C o n s e r v a t i o n   C I T E S   o r   I U C N   s p e c i e s 

Species CITES status IUCN classification

Oak (Quercus robur) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Oak (Quercus petraea) Not on the list

Rare - status is rare because 

Lithuania is the edge of its 

growing range

Other CITES / IUCN registrations

Accession 2001

https://cites.org/eng/cms/index.php 

/component/cp/country/LT

Other CITES species are present but 

do not include softwood or deciduous 

trees which are threatened.

Full list:

http://checklist.cites.org/#/en/search/co

untry_ids%5B%5D=154&cites_append

ices%5B%5D=I&cites_appendices%5

B%5D=II&cites_appendices%5 

B%5D=III&output_layout=alphabeti 

cal&level_of_listing=0&show_synonym

s=1&show_author=1&show_english=1

&show_spanish=1&show_french=1&sc

ientific_name=&page=1&per _page=20

Common Ash (Fraxinus 

excelsior) – Near Threatened

https://www.iucnredlist.org/spe

cies/ 203367/67807718

Full list

https://www.iucnredlist.org/sear

ch?l 

andRegions=LT&searchType=

species

Country:Sweden



Area/Region: All regions

Exclusions: No

S w e d e n   i s   a   p a r l a m e n t a r y   c o n s t i t u t i o n a l   m o n a r c h y   t h a t   j o i n e d   t h e   E U   i n   1 9 9 5 . 

T h e   S w e d i s h   F o r e s t   A g e n c y   i s   t h e   n a t i o n a l   a u t h o r i t y   r e s p o n s i b l e   f o r   m a t t e r s   r e l a t i n g   t o   t h e   f o r e s t s .   I t   s t r i v e s 

t o   e n s u r e   t h a t   t h e   n a t i o n ’ s   f o r e s t s   a r e   m a n a g e d   i n   s u c h   a   w a y   a s   t o   y i e l d   a n   a b u n d a n t   a n d   s u s t a i n a b l e   

h a r v e s t   w h i l e   a t   t h e   s a m e   t i m e   p r e s e r v i n g   b i o d i v e r s i t y .   T h e   A g e n c y   a l s o   s t r i v e s   t o   i n c r e a s e   a w a r e n e s s   o f   

t h e   f o r e s t ’ s   s i g n i f i c a n c e ,   i n c l u d i n g   i t ’ s   v a l u e   f o r   o u t d o o r   r e c r e a t i o n .   T h e   A g e n c y   h a s   o f f i c e s   t h r o u g h o u t   t h e   

c o u n t r y .   I t ’ s   m o s t   i m p o r t a n t   t a s k s   a r e   t o   g i v e   a d v i c e   o n   f o r e s t - r e l a t e d   m a t t e r s ,   s u p e r v i s e   c o m p l i a n c e   w i t h   

t h e   F o r e s t   A c t ,   p r o v i d e   s e r v i c e s   t o   t h e   f o r e s t   i n d u s t r y ,   s u p p o r t   n a t u r e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   e f f o r t s   a n d   c o n d u c t   

i n v e n t o r i e s . 

A c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e   l a t e s t   f o r e s t   i n v e n t o r y   “ R i k s s k o g s t a k s e r i n g e n ”   f r o m   2 0 1 8   t h e   t o t a l   a r e a   o f   S w e d e n   i s   4 0 , 7   

m i l l i o n   h a   ( 1 0 0 % ) .   O f   t h e s e   2 8 , 1   m i l l i o n   h a   ( 6 9 % )   a r e   f o r e s t   a r e a   a n d   2 3 , 5   m i l l i o n   h a   ( 5 8 % )   o f   t h e s e   a r e   

d e f i n e d   a s   p r o d u c t i v e   f o r e s t s . 

I n   S w e d e n   t h e r e   a r e   a t   l e a s t   3   l a y e r s   o f   t e n u r e   r e g i m e s   i n f l u e n s i n g   f o r e s t   u s e   a n d   f o r e s t r y :   p r i v a t e   l a n d   

t e n u r e ,   r i g h t s   t o   u s e   t h e   l a n d   h e l d   b y   t h e   S a m i   p e o p l e   i n   t h e   n o r t h e r n   p a r t s   o f   S w e d e n   a n d   t h e   r i g h t   o f   

p u b l i c   a c c e s s .   W h i l e   t h e   p r i v a t e   o w n e r s h i p   o f   f o r e s t   i s   b a s e d   o n   p o s s e s s i o n   r i g h t s ,   t h e   t w o   o t h e r   f o r m s   

r e l a t e   t o   u s e r   r i g h t s .   P r i v a t e   o w n e r s h i p   h a s   b e e n   i m p o r t a n t ,   f i r s t   a n d   f o r e m o s t   a s   a   b a s i s   f o r   s u s t a i n a b l e   

l a n d   u s e   a n d   l o n g t e r m   p l a n n i n g   a n d   i n v e s t m e n t s   i n   t h e   r e g e n e r a t i o n   o f   f o r e s t s .   A b o u t   h a l f   o f   a l l   f o r e s t   l a n d   

i n   S w e d e n   i s   o w n e d   b y   p r i v a t e   e n t e r p r i s e s .   T h e r e   a r e   s o m e   2 0 0   0 0 0   f a m i l i e s   w i t h   f o r e s t s   a r e a   b i g g e r   t h a n   

5   h a   a n d   m o s t   f a r m s   a r e   p a s s e d   o n   f r o m   o n e   g e n e r a t i o n   t o   t h e   n e x t .   T h e   a v e r a g e   h o l d i n g   i s   5 0   h a .   S o m e   

9 0   0 0 0   f a m i l y   f o r e s t   e n t i t i e s   a r e   m e m b e r s   o f   a   f o r e s t   c o o p e r a t i v e .   A l l   t h e   c o o p e r a t i v e s   t o g e t h e r   f o r m   a   

N a t i o n a l   F e d e r a t i o n   o f   F a m i l y   F o r e s t   O w n e r s ,   w h o   s e e k s   t o   i n f l u e n c e   n a t i o n a l   a n d   i n t e r n a t i o n a l   f o r e s t   

p o l i c i e s .   A   s m a l l   n u m b e r   o f   l a r g e   p r i v a t e   s e c t o r   i n d u s t r i a l   f o r e s t   e n t e r p r i s e s   o w n   a p p r o x i m a t e l y   2 5   %   o f   a l l   

f o r e s t   l a n d   i n   S w e d e n .   M o s t   o f   t h e   S t a t e   f o r e s t   b e l o n g s   t o   t h e   s t a t e - o w n e d   c o m p a n y   S v e a s k o g ,   w h i c h   

a c c o u n t s   f o r   1 4   %   o f   a l l   f o r e s t   l a n d .   S v e a s k o g   i s   S w e d e n ’ s   l a r g e s t   s i n g l e   f o r e s t   o w n e r   a n d   s u p p l y   l o g s ,   p u l p 

w o o d   a n d   b i o f u e l . 

T h e   m a i n   i n t e n t i o n   o f   t h e   S w e d i s h   N a t i o n a l   F o r e s t   P o l i c y   i s   t o   e n s u r e   s u s t a i n a b l e   f o r e s t   m a n a g e m e n t   a n d   i t 

f o c u s e s   o n   t h r e e   m a j o r   o b j e c t i v e s ,   o n e   f o r   p r o d u c t i o n ,   o n e   f o r   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   c o n c e r n s   a n d   o n e   f o r   s o c i a l   

c o n c e r n s .   T o   o b t a i n   a   l o n g - t e r m   s u s t a i n a b l e   f l o w   o f   t i m b e r   f r o m   t h e   f o r e s t s ,   a n   e v e n   a g e - c l a s s   d i s t r i b u t i o n   

o n   t h e   r e g i o n a l   l e v e l   i s   a   l o n g t e r m   t a r g e t   i n   f o r e s t   p o l i c y .   T h e   l e g a l   d e m a n d s   o n   f o r e s t r y   a r e   m a i n l y   s e t   b y   

t h e   F o r e s t r y   A c t   a n d   t h e   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   C o d e .   T h e   f o r e s t   s e c t o r   i s   c o n s i d e r e d   a   c o m m e r c i a l   s e c t o r   w h i c h   

s h o u l d   b e   e c o n o m i c a l l y   s e l f - s u s t a i n e d   a n d   n o t   s u b s i d i z e d .   T h e r e   a r e ,   h o w e v e r   s o m e   s t a t e   s u b s i d i e s   t o   

e n h a n c e   t h e   f o r e s t   s e c t o r ’ s   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   v a l u e .   T h e   N a t i o n a l   F o r e s t   P o l i c y   i s   i n f l u e n c e d   b y   s e v e r a l   

i n t e r n a t i o n a l   r e g u l a t i o n s   a n d   a g r e e m e n t s : 

-   E U   T i m b e r   R e g u l a t i o n 

-   T h e   H a b i t a t   D i r e c t i v e 

-   T h e   W a t e r   F r a m e w o r k   D i r e k t i v e 

-   C o n v e n t i o n   o n   B i o l o g i c a l   D i v e r s i t y   ( C B D ) 

-   U N   F r a m e w o r k   C o n v e n t i o n   o n   C l i m a t e   C h a n g e   ( U N F C C C ) 



-   U n i t e d   N a t i o n s   F o r u m   o n   F o r e s t s   ( U N F F ) 

S c o t s   p i n e   ( P i n u s   s y l v e s t r i s )   a n d   N o r w a y   s p r u c e   ( P i c e a   a b i e s )   a r e   t h e   d o m i n a n t   t r e e   s p e c i e s   i n   a l l   S w e d e n . 

L o d g e p o l e   p i n e   ( P i n u s   c o n t o r t a )   a n d   t h e   d e c i d u o u s   s p e c i e s   B i r c h   ( B e t u l a   p e n d u l a ) ,   A s p e n   ( P o p u l u s   

t r e m u l a )   a n d   A l d e r   ( A l n u s   g l u t i n o s a )   a r e   u s e d   t o   s o m e   e x t e r n   i n   n o r t h e r n   S w e d e n .   E u r o p e a n   l a r c h   ( L a r i x   

d e c i d u a ) ,   D o u g l a s   f i r   ( P s e u d o t s u g a   m e n z i e s i i )   a n d   S i t k a   s p r u c e   ( P i c e a   s i t c h e n s i s )   a n d   o a k   ( Q u e r c u s   r o b u r ) 

a n d   B e e c h   ( F a g u s   s y l v a t i c a )   i s   u s e d   i n   t h e   s o u t h .   T h e   m a i n   p a r t   o f   t h e   d e c i d u o u s   f o r e s t   c o v e r   i s   n a t u r a l l y   

r e g e n e r a t e d . 

T h e   S w e d i s h   f o r e s t   p r o d u c t s   i n d u s t r y   p r o v i d e s   d i r e c t   e m p l o y m e n t   f o r   a l m o s t   6 0   0 0 0   p e o p l e .   T o g e t h e r   w i t h   

s u b c o n t r a c t o r s   a n d   t h e   f o r e s t   o p e r a t i o n s ,   i n c l u d i n g   t r a n s p o r t a t i o n   t h e   s e c t o r   s o u r c e   a b o u t   2 0 0   0 0 0   j o b s .   I n   

s e v e r a l   c o u n t i e s ,   t h e   f o r e s t   p r o d u c t s   i n d u s t r y   a c c o u n t s   f o r   2 0   %   o r   m o r e   o f   i n d u s t r i a l   e m p l o y m e n t . 

T h e   p r i m a r y   f o c u s   f o r   c o n s e r v a t i o n   o f   S w e d i s h   f o r e s t s   a r e   t o   p r o t e c t   h i g h   c o n s e r v a t i o n   f o r e s t s   a n d   i n c l u d e   

s u f f i c i e n t   b i o d i v e r s i t y   m e a s u r e s   i n   a l l   f o r e s t .   O f   S w e d e n ’ s   2 8   m i l l i o n   h a   o f   f o r e s t l a n d ,   a p p r o x i m a t e l y   2   

m i l l i o n s   a r e   p r o t e c t e d   f o r   c o n s e r v a t i o n   p u r p o s e s ,   m o s t l y   i n   n a t i o n a l   p a r k s   a n d   n a t u r e   r e s e r v e s .   I n   t h e s e   

a r e a s ,   t i m b e r   e x t r a c t i o n   i s   n o t   a l l o w e d   u n l e s s   i t   i s   t o   s p e c i f i c a l l y   i m p r o v e   t h e   v a l u e   o f   t h e   l a n d   o r   n a t u r e   

a n d / o r   f o r   c u l t u r a l   c o n s e r v a t i o n .   U n p r o d u c t i v e   f o r e s t l a n d   w h i c h   a c c o u n t s   f o r   s o m e   4   m i l l i o n   h a   a r e   

p r o t e c t e d   t g r o u g h   t h e   F o r e s t r y   A c t .   O n   t h e   r e m a i n i n g   l a n d   t h e   f o r e s t s   a r e   m a n a g e d   w i t h   e q u a l   r e s p e c t   t o   

b i o m a s s   p r o d u c t i o n   a n d   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   a n d   s o c i a l   g o a l s . 

S w e d e n   h a s   a   n u m b e r   o f   I U C N   c a t e g o r i e s   m a p p e d   a n d   r e g i s t e r e d : 

-   S t r i c t   n a t u r e   r e s e r v e s ; 

-   N a t i o n a l   p a r k s ; 

-   H a b i t a t / s p e c i e s   m a n a g e m e n t   a r e a s ; 

-   P r o t e c t e d   l a n d s c a p e s ; 

-   H a b i t a t   D i o r e c t i v e   s i t e s   a n d   B i r d   D i r e c t i v e   s i t e s . 

T h e   s y s t e m   o f   r e d   L i s t   c a t e g o r i e s   a n d   c r i t e r i a   h a s   b e e n   d e v e l o p e d   b y   t h e   I U C N   t o   m e a s u r e   t h e   

c o n s e r v a t i o n   s t a t u s   o f   i n d i v i d u a l   s p e c i e s .   I t   s t r i c t l y   e v a l u a t e s   t h e   r i s k   o f   g o i n g   e x t i n c t   i n   S w e d e n ,   w i t h o u t   

a n y   o t h e r   c o n s i d e r a t i o n s   s u c h   a s   a t t r a c t i v e n e s s   o r   u s e f u l n e s s / h a r m f u l n e s s   t o   m a n .   T h e   R e d   L i s t   i s   a   

p o w e r f u l   t o o l   f o r   m a k i n g   c o n s e r v a t i o n   p r i o r i t i z a t i o n s ,   b u t   i t   h a s   n o   j u r i d i c a l   s t a t u s .   I t   i s   p r o d u c e d   b y   t h e   S L U   

S w e d i s h   S p e c i e s   I n f o r m a t i o n   C e n t r e   S L U ,   a n d   r a t i f i e d   b y   t h e   S w e d i s h   E n v i r o n m e n t a l   P r o t e c t i o n   A g e n c y   

a n d   t h e   S w e d i s h   A g e n c y   f o r   m a r i n e   a n d   W a t e r   M a n a g e m e n t . 

T h e   2 0 1 5   R e d   L i s t   o f   S w e d i s h   S p e c i e s ,   p u b l i s h e d   o n   A p r i l   2 8   2 0 1 5 ,   i s   t h e   f o u r t h   S w e d i s h   R e d   L i s t   b a s e d   

o n   t h e   i n t e r n a t i o n a l   I U C N   c r i t e r i a . 

C o n s e r v a t i o n   C I T E S   o r   I U C N   s p e c i e s 



Species CITES status IUCN classification

Oak (Quercus robur, Quercus petraea) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Oak (Quercus rubra) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Birch (Betula pendula, Betula pubescens) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Beech (Fagus silvatica) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Common Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) Not on the list

Near threatened 

(NT) 

Reason: The Ash 

dieback is an 

infectious disease 

that has caused 

severe dieback of 

Common Ash 

throughout much of 

its range

Region: Sweden: 

Endangered

Alder (Alnus glutinosa) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Pine (Pinus Sylvestris) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Spruce (Picea abies) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Other CITES / IUCN registrations

Ratification 1974

https://cites.org/eng/cms/index.php/comp

onent/cp/country/SE

Other CITES species are present but

do not include softwood or deciduous

trees which are threatened.

Full list:

http://checklist.cites.org/#/en/search/coun

try_ids%5B%5D=77&cites_appendices%

5B%5D=I&cites_appendices%5B%5D=II

&cites_appendices%5B%5D=III&output_l

ayout=alphabetical&level_of_listing=0&sh

ow_synonyms=1&show_author=1&show

_english=1&show_spanish=1&show_fren

Horse Chestnut 

(Aesculus

hippocastanum) – 

vulnerable

https://www.iucnredli

st.org/species/

202914/122961065

#conservationaction

s

Full list:

https://www.iucnredli

st.org/search?l



ch=1&scientific_name=&page=1&per_pa

ge=20

andRegions=SE&se

archType=species

F o r e s t r y   p r o d u c t i o n 

Country:Finland

Area/Region: All regions



Exclusions: No

F i n l a n d   i s   a   P a r l a m e n t a r y   R e p u b l i c   t h a t   i s   a   m e m b e r   o f   t h e   E U   s i n c e   1 9 9 5 . 

F o r e s t s   c o v e r   m o r e   t h a n   7 0   %   o f   t h e   l a n d   a r e a   o f   F i n l a n d .   M e a s u r e d   b y   t h e   p r o p o r t i o n a l   s h a r e   o f   f o r e s t   

l a n d ,   F i n l a n d   i s   t h e   m o s t   f o r e s t e d   c o u n t r y   i n   E u r o p e .   A   t o t a l   o f   2 0 . 3   m i l l i o n   h a   i s   a v a i l a b l e   f o r   w o o d   

p r o d u c t i o n ,   6 1   %   o f   t h i s   i s   p r i v a t e l y   o w n e d . 

I n   t h e   p a s t   d e c a d e s   t h e   v o l u m e   o f   w o o d   h a r v e s t e d   h a s   b e e n   c l e a r l y   b e l o w   t h e   g r o w t h ,   w h i c h   m e a n s   t h a t   

t h e   w o o d   r e s o u r c e s   k e e p   g r o w i n g .   T o d a y   t h e y   a r e   a b o u t   2 . 3   b i l l i o n   c u b i c   m e t r e s .   F i n l a n d   h a s   t h e   f i f t h   

l a r g e s t   w o o d   r e s o u r c e s   i n   E u r o p e ,   a f t e r   R u s s i a ,   F r a n c e ,   S w e d e n   a n d   G e r m a n y . 

T h r e e   m i l l i o n   h e c t a r e s   o f   t h e   F i n n i s h   f o r e s t s   a r e   p r o t e c t e d   o r   u n d e r   r e s t r i c t e d   u s e ,   w h i c h   r e p r e s e n t s   1 3   %   

o f   t h e   f o r e s t   a r e a .   T h i s   i s   t h e   h i g h e s t   s h a r e   i n   E u r o p e . 

T h e   M i n i s t r y   o f   A g r i c u l t u r e   a n d   F o r e s t r y   d i r e c t s   a n d   d e v e l o p s   f o r e s t   p o l i c y   a n d   l e g i s l a t i o n   i n   F i n l a n d   a n d   

p a r t i c i p a t e s   E U   d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g   t h r o u g h   t h e   G o v e r n m e n t .   M e t s ä h a l l i t u s   ( S t a t e   F o r e s t s ) ,   t h e   N a t u r a l   

R e s o u r c e s   i n s t i t u t e   a n d   t h e   F i n n i s h   F o r e s t   C e n t r e   o p e r a t e   u n d e r   t h e   g u i d a n c e   M i n i s t r y . 

A b o u t   6 0   %   o f   p r o d u c t i v e   f o r e s t   l a n d   i n   F i n l a n d   i s   o w n e d   b y   p r i v a t e   p e o p l e .   T h e r e   a r e   a b o u t   6 2 0 , 0 0 0   f o r e s t   

o w n e r s   i n   F i n l a n d ;   t h i s   f i g u r e   i n c l u d e s   t h e   o w n e r s   a n d   t h e i r   s p o u s e s ,   a s   w e l l   a s   t h e   s h a r e h o l d e r s   o f   

c o n s o r t i a   a n d   d e a t h   e s t a t e s ,   w i t h   h o l d i n g s   l a r g e r   t h a n   t w o   h e c t a r e s .   T h i s   m e a n s   t h a t   a l m o s t   1 4   %   o f   t h e   

p o p u l a t i o n   a r e   f o r e s t   o w n e r s .   

T h e   s t a t e   o w n s   2 6   % ,   c o m p a n i e s   ( i n c l u d i n g   f o r e s t   i n d u s t r y )   9   %   a n d   o t h e r   e n t i t i e s   5   %   o f   p r o d u c t i v e   f o r e s t   

l a n d .   S t a t e   f o r e s t s   a r e   m a n a g e d   b y   t h e   s t a t e   f o r e s t   c o m p a n y   M e t s ä h a l l i t u s . 

A   t y p i c a l   F i n n i s h   f o r e s t   h o l d i n g   i s   s m a l l   i n   s i z e .   T h e   n u m b e r   o f   h o l d i n g s   o v e r   t w o   h e c t a r e s   i n   s i z e   i s   a b o u t   

3 4 4 , 0 0 0 ,   a n d   t h e   a v e r a g e   s i z e   i s   3 0 . 5   h e c t a r e s .   T h e   s h a r e   o f   f o r e s t   h o l d i n g s   o v e r   a   h u n d r e d   h e c t a r e s   i n   

s i z e   i s   o n l y   f i v e   p e r c e n t .   T h e   s t r u c t u r e   o f   f o r e s t   o w n e r s h i p   i s   p o l a r i z e d   i n   t h a t   t h e   n u m b e r   o f   b o t h   s m a l l   a n d   

l a r g e   h o l d i n g s   i s   i n c r e a s i n g . 

T h e   s h a r e   o f   p r o d u c t i v e   f o r e s t   l a n d   o w n e d   b y   f a m i l i e s   a n d   i n d i v i d u a l s   i s   h i g h e r   t h a n   t h a t   o w n e d   b y   o t h e r   

g r o u p s ,   b e c a u s e   l a n d s   o w n e d   b y   t h e   s t a t e   a n d   p a r t l y   a l s o   t h o s e   o w n e d   b y   c o m p a n i e s   a r e   m a i n l y   l o c a t e d   i n 

l e s s   p r o d u c t i v e   a r e a s   i n   n o r t h   a n d   e a s t   F i n l a n d .   A s   a   r e s u l t ,   t h e   s h a r e   o f   h a r v e s t i n g   o f   p r i v a t e   l a n d s   i s   

c l e a r l y   g r e a t e r   t h a n   t h e i r   s h a r e   o f   t h e   o w n e r s h i p ,   o r   a b o u t   8 0   p e r c e n t . 

A   s i g n i f i c a n t   s h a r e   o f   t h e   l i v i n g   s p e c i e s   i n   F i n l a n d   a r e   d i r e c t l y   o r   i n d i r e c t l y   d e p e n d e n t   o n   t h e   f o r e s t s .   A b o u t   

3 6   %   o f   a l l   t h r e a t e n e d   s p e c i e s   l i v e   i n   m i n e r a l   s o i l   f o r e s t s .   H o w e v e r ,   o n l y   a b o u t   1 0   %   o f   t h e   a s s e s s e d   

m i n e r a l   s o i l   s p e c i e s   a r e   t h r e a t e n e d .   T h i s   m e a n s   t h a t   F i n n i s h   f o r e s t s   s t i l l   c o n t a i n   m o s t   o f   t h e   s p e c i e s   t h a t   

n a t u r a l l y   o c c u r   t h e r e .   I n   a d d i t i o n ,   a   f e w   p e r c e n t   o f   a l l   t h r e a t e n e d   s p e c i e s   l i v e   i n   f o r e s t e d   p e a t l a n d s . 

A c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e   N F I ,   t h e   a n n u a l   i n c r e m e n t   o f   g r o w i n g   s t o c k   w a s   1 0 7   m i l l i o n   m 3   .   T h e   a n n u a l   i n c r e m e n t   

h a s   e x c e e d e d   t h e   a n n u a l   f e l l i n g s   b y   a b o u t   3 0 % .   T h e   a m o u n t   o f   h a r v e s t e d   v o l u m e   s i n c e   t h e   m i d - 1 9 7 0 s   

e q u a l s   t o   t h e   c u r r e n t   v o l u m e   o f   t h e   t r e e   s t o c k .   T h e   a l l o w a b l e   s u s t a i n a b l e   f e l l i n g   p o t e n t i a l   o f   F i n n i s h   f o r e s t s   

i s   e s t i m a t e d   a s   8 4   m i l l i o n   m 3   p e r   y e a r   f o r   t h e   y e a r s   2 0 1 5   t o   2 0 2 4 . 

F i n n i s h   f o r e s t r y   i s   b a s e d   o n   t h e   m a n a g e m e n t   o f   n a t i v e   t r e e   s p e c i e s .   T h e   m a n a g e m e n t   o f   f o r e s t s   s e e k s   t o   

r e s p e c t   t h e i r   n a t u r a l   g r o w t h   a n d   m i m i c   t h e   n a t u r a l   c y c l e   o f   b o r e a l   f o r e s t s .   T h e   o b j e c t i v e   i s   t o   s e c u r e   t h e   

p r o d u c t i o n   o f   h i g h - q u a l i t y   t i m b e r ,   a n d   t o   p r e s e r v e   t h e   b i o l o g i c a l   d i v e r s i t y   o f   f o r e s t s   a s   w e l l   a s   t h e   

p r e c o n d i t i o n s   f o r   t h e   m u l t i p l e   u s e   o f   f o r e s t . 



M a i n t e n a n c e   a n d   e n h a n c e m e n t   o f   b i o l o g i c a l   d i v e r s i t y   o f   f o r e s t s   i s   a n   i n t e g r a l   e l e m e n t   o f   t h e   F i n n i s h   f o r e s t   

p o l i c y ,   l e g i s l a t i o n   a n d   p r a c t i c e s .   I n   F i n l a n d   c e r t i f i c a t i o n   s y s t e m s   ( P E F C ,   F S C )   d r a w n   u p   i n   p a r t i c i p a t o r y   

p r o c e s s e s   w h i c h   a r e   i n d e p e n d e n t   o f   a n y   p u b l i c   a u t h o r i t i e s   a r e   w i d e l y   u s e d   o n   a   v o l u n t a r y   b a s i s   t o   e n s u r e   

t h e   s u s t a i n a b i l i t y   o f   f o r e s t   m a n a g e m e n t . 

T h e   b a c k b o n e   o f   f o r e s t   b i o d i v e r s i t y   c o n s e r v a t i o n   i s   t h e   n e t w o r k   o f   p r o t e c t e d   a r e a s .   T h e s e   a r e   

s u p p l e m e n t e d   b y   v o l u n t a r y   f o r e s t   p r o t e c t i o n   a n d   b i o d i v e r s i t y   c o n s e r v a t i o n   i n   c o m m e r c i a l   f o r e s t s .   M a j o r i t y   o f 

n a t i o n a l   p a r k s   a n d   s t r i c t   n a t u r e   r e s e r v e s   a r e   l o c a t e d   i n   n o r t h e r n   F i n l a n d ,   t h u s   v o l u n t a r y   f o r e s t   p r o t e c t i o n   i s   

v e r y   i m p o r t a n t   a n d   p r o m o t e d   b y   t h e   S t a t e   i n   s o u t h e r n   p a r t   o f   t h e   c o u n t r y . 

T h e   v a s t   m a j o r i t y   o f   F i n l a n d   i s   s i t u a t e d   i n   t h e   b o r e a l   c o n i f e r o u s   z o n e .   I n   t h e   b o r e a l   c o n i f e r o u s   z o n e   t h e   s o i l   

i s   p o o r   a n d   a c i d   a n d   t h e r e   a r e   o n l y   f e w   f o r e s t   t r e e   s p e c i e s .   A l m o s t   h a l f   o f   t h e   v o l u m e   o f   t h e   t i m b e r   s t o c k   

c o n s i s t s   o f   p i n e   ( P i n u s   S y l v e s t r i s ) .   P i n e   p r e d o m i n a t e s   o n   6 7 %   o f   f o r e s t   l a n d ,   s p r u c e   ( P i c e a   A b i e s )   o n   2 2 %   

a n d   b r o a d l e a v e s   ( B e t u l a   p u b e s c e n s ,   B e t u l a   P e n d u l a )   o n   1 1 % .   B r o a d l e a v e s ,   w h i c h   a r e   i m p o r t a n t   t o   f o r e s t   

b i o d i v e r s i t y   a n d   t h e   s o i l   a n d   g r o w   m o s t l y   i n   m i x e d   s t a n d s ,   a c c o u n t   f o r   2 0 %   o f   t h e   t o t a l   v o l u m e   o f   g r o w i n g   

s t o c k ,   w h i c h   i s   c l e a r l y   m o r e   t h a n   t h e   t o t a l   a r e a   o f   p r e d o m i n a n t l y   d e c i d u o u s   s t a n d s . 

P u b l i c   a c c e s s   a l l o w s   e v e r y o n e   t o   m o v e   f r e e l y   i n   F i n n i s h   f o r e s t s   a n d   p i c k   b e r r i e s   a n d   m u s h r o o m s .   N o   

s p e c i f i c   p e r m i t s   a r e   n e e d e d   f o r   t h i s ,   n o t   e v e n   o n   p r i v a t e   l a n d s .   T h e   u s e   o f   f o r e s t s   f o r   r e c r e a t i o n   i s   f o u n d e d   

o n   t h e   s o - c a l l e d   e v e r y m a n ' s   r i g h t .   C e r t a i n   r u l e s   r e g a r d i n g   t h e   a c t i v i t i e s   t h a t   a r e   a l l o w e d   a r e   l a i d   d o w n   b y   

l a w .   M o s t   i m p o r t a n t l y ,   t h e   e x e r c i s e   o f   e v e r y m a n ' s   r i g h t   m a y   n o t   c a u s e   d a m a g e   o r   d i s t u r b a n c e   t o   t h e   

e n v i r o n m e n t   o r   o t h e r   p e o p l e . 

T h e r e   a r e   4 0   n a t i o n a l   p a r k s   i n   F i n l a n d ,   w i t h   a   t o t a l   s u r f a c e   a r e a   o f   1 0   0 0 2   s q u a r e   k i l o m e t r e s .   H i k i n g   a r e a s   

o n   s t a t e   l a n d s   o f f e r   e x c e l l e n t   a n d   d i v e r s e   o p p o r t u n i t i e s   f o r   c a m p i n g   a n d   o u t d o o r   r e c r e a t i o n .   M o r e   

c h a l l e n g i n g   e n v i r o n m e n t s   f o r   e x p e r i e n c e d   h i k e r s   c a n   b e   f o u n d   i n   t h e   v a s t   w i l d e r n e s s   a r e a s   i n   L a p l a n d .   

N a t i o n a l   p a r k s   a n d   o t h e r   h i k i n g   a r e a s   o n   s t a t e   l a n d s   a r e   m a n a g e d   b y   t h e   P a r k s   a n d   W i l d l i f e   F i n l a n d ,   w h i c h   

i s   a   u n i t   o f   M e t s ä h a l l i t u s . 

A l m o s t   a l l   F i n n s   e n g a g e   i n   s o m e   f o r m   o f   o u t d o o r   r e c r e a t i o n   a n d ,   f o r   e x a m p l e ,   a b o u t   t w o   m i l l i o n   F i n n s   p i c k   

m u s h r o o m s .   R e l a t i v e   t o   t h e   t o t a l   p o p u l a t i o n ,   t h e r e   a r e   m o r e   h u n t e r s   t h a n   i n   a n y   o t h e r   c o u n t r y   i n   E u r o p e   

( 2 0 0 0 0 0 – 3 0 0 0 0 0 ) .   R e c r e a t i o n a l   f i s h i n g   i s   a   n a t i o n a l   h o b b y ,   w i t h   a l m o s t   e v e r y   o t h e r   F i n n   e n g a g e d   i n   l e i s u r e 

f i s h i n g   i n   o n e   f o r m   o r   a n o t h e r . 

A   n e w   a s s e s s m e n t   o f   t h r e a t e n e d   s p e c i e s   i n d i c a t e s   a n   i n c r e a s i n g   l o s s   o f   b i o d i v e r s i t y   i n   F i n n i s h   n a t u r e .   O f   

t h e   2 2 , 0 0 0   s p e c i e s   e v a l u a t e d ,   1 1 . 9 %   w e r e   c l a s s i f i e d   a s   t h r e a t e n e d .   T h e   h i g h e s t   p r o p o r t i o n   o f   t h r e a t e n e d   

s p e c i e s   i s   f o u n d   a m o n g   b i r d s   a n d   b r y o p h y t e s   ( m o s s e s ) .   T h e   p r i m a r y   t h r e a t   i s   t h e   d e c l i n e   a n d   d e t e r i o r a t i o n   

o f   n a t u r a l   h a b i t a t   –   u r g e n t   a c t i o n   i s   n e e d e d   t o   s t o p   t h i s   d e c l i n e . 

T h e   t h r e a t   s t a t u s   o f   F i n n i s h   s p e c i e s   i s   e v a l u a t e d   e v e r y   t e n   y e a r s ;   m o s t   r e c e n t l y   i n   2 0 1 9 .   T h e   r e s u l t s   o f   t h e   

a s s e s s m e n t   a r e   p u b l i s h e d   i n   t h e   R e d   L i s t   o f   F i n n i s h   S p e c i e s ,   l i s t i n g   R e g i o n a l l y   E x t i n c t ,   T h r e a t e n e d ,   N e a r   

T h r e a t e n e d   a n d   D a t a   D e f i c i e n t   s p e c i e s . 

E x p e r t s   i n   c h a r g e   o f   t h e   e v a l u a t i o n   a s s e s s   a l l   s p e c i e s   i n   F i n l a n d   u s i n g   t h e   c l a s s i f i c a t i o n   a n d   c r i t e r i a   

p r e p a r e d   b y   t h e   I n t e r n a t i o n a l   U n i o n   f o r   C o n s e r v a t i o n   o f   N a t u r e   ( I U C N ) .   T h i s   a s s e s s m e n t   t a k e s   a c c o u n t   o f   

m a t t e r s   s u c h   a s   t h e   s i z e   a n d   d e v e l o p m e n t   o r   d e c l i n e   o f   t h e   s p e c i e s '   p o p u l a t i o n ,   t h e   s i z e   o f   a n d   c h a n g e s   i n   

t h e   n a t u r a l   r a n g e   o f   t h e   s p e c i e s ,   f r a g m e n t a t i o n   i n   i t s   o c c u r r e n c e s ,   c h a n g e s   i n   t h e   q u a l i t y   a n d   q u a n t i t y   o f   i t s   

n a t u r a l   h a b i t a t s ,   a n d   i t s   r e p r o d u c t i v e   c a p a c i t y .   N o t e   i s   a l s o   t a k e n   o f   t h e   h a b i t a t s ,   c a u s e s   o f   t h r e a t   a n d   t h r e a t 

f a c t o r s   o f   a l l   s p e c i e s . 

T h e   2 0 1 9   R e d   L i s t   o f   F i n n i s h   s p e c i e s   c a n   b e   c o n s i d e r e d   t o   b e   o n e   o f   t h e   m o s t   c o m p r e h e n s i v e   p e r f o r m e d   i n 

t h e   w o r l d ,   a s   s u f f i c i e n t   d a t a   f o r m i n g   t h e   b a s i s   f o r   e v a l u a t i o n   h a s   b e e n   g a t h e r e d   o n   a l m o s t   a   h a l f   o f   t h e   



a p p r o x i m a t e l y   4 8 , 0 0 0   s p e c i e s   i n   F i n l a n d .   M a n y   m o r e   s p e c i e s   t h a n   b e f o r e   h a v e   b e e n   i n c l u d e d   i n   t h i s   

r e s e a r c h ,   m o s t   o f   w h i c h   a r e   n o t   t h r e a t e n e d . 

F i n l a n d   j o i n e d   C I T E S   i n   1 9 7 6 .   N o w a d a y s   t h e   n a t i o n a l   l e g i s l a t i o n   f o r   t h e   i m p l e m e n t a t i o n   o f   C I T E S   a n d   

r e l a t i n g   E U   r e g u l a t i o n s   i s   t h e   N a t u r e   C o n s e r v a t i o n   A c t   ( 1 0 9 6 / 1 9 9 6 ) ,   w h i c h   c a m e   i n t o   f o r c e   i n   t h e   1 s t   o f   

J a n u a r y   1 9 9 7 .   I U C N   N a t i o n a l   C o m m i t t e e   o f   F i n l a n d   w a s   a p p r o v e d   b y   I U C N   C o u n c i l   i n   1 9 9 9 . 

C o n s e r v a t i o n   C I T E S   o r   I U C N   s p e c i e s 

Species CITES status IUCN classification

Spruce (Picea abies) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Pine (Pinus Sylvestris) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Common Ash (Fraxinus excelsior) Not on the list

Near threatened (NT)

Reason: The Ash dieback is an

infectious disease that has caused

severe dieback of Common Ash

throughout much of its range

Region: Finland: Regionally threatened

in all areas where it occurs.

http://www.iucnredlist.org/details/203

367/0

Oak (Quercus petrea/robur) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Other CITES / IUCN registrations

Accession 1976 Horse Chestnut (Aesculus

hippocastanum) – vulnerable



https://cites.org/eng/cms/index.

php/c

omponent/cp/country/FI

Other CITES species are 

present but do

not include softwood or 

deciduous trees

which are threatened.

Full list:

http://checklist.cites.org/#/en/s

earch/cites_appendices%5B%

5D=I&cites_appendices%5B%

5D=II&cites_appendices%5B%

5D=III&output_layout=alphabe

tical&level_of_listing=0&show

_synonyms=1&show_author=

1&show_english=

1&show_spanish=1&show_fre

nch=1&scientific_name=Plant

ae&page=1&per_page=20

https://www.iucnredlist.org/species/2

02914/122961065#conservationaction

s

Full list

https://www.iucnredlist.org/search?la

ndRegions=FI&searchType=species

A   g r o u p   c o n s i d e r e d   a s   a n   i n d i g e n o u s   p e o p l e   i n   F i n l a n d   i s   t h e   S á m i .   T h e i r   r i g h t s   h a v e   b e e n   s e c u r e d   i n   

m a n y   l a w s   e . g .   t h e   C o n s t i t u t i o n ,   t h e   S á m i   P a r l i a m e n t   A c t ,   t h e   A c t   o n   t h e   F i n n i s h   F o r e s t   a n d   P a r k   S e r v i c e   

a n d   t h e   A c t   o n   R e i n d e e r   H u s b a n d r y .   T h e   S á m i   P a r l i a m e n t   i s   t h e   s u p r e m e   p o l i t i c a l   b o d y   o f   t h e   S á m i   i n   

F i n l a n d .   T h e   S á m i   P a r l i a m e n t   r e p r e s e n t s   t h e   S á m i   i n   n a t i o n a l   a n d   i n t e r n a t i o n a l   c o n n e c t i o n s ,   a n d   i t   a t t e n d s   

t o   t h e   i s s u e s   c o n c e r n i n g   S á m i   l a n g u a g e ,   c u l t u r e ,   a n d   t h e i r   p o s i t i o n   a s   a n   i n d i g e n o u s   p e o p l e .   T h e   S á m i   

P a r l i a m e n t   c a n   m a k e   i n i t i a t i v e s ,   p r o p o s a l s   a n d   s t a t e m e n t s   t o   t h e   a u t h o r i t i e s .   T h e   S á m i   P a r l i a m e n t   A c t   a l s o   

s t a t e s   t h a t   t h e   a u t h o r i t i e s   h a v e   a n   o b l i g a t i o n   t o   n e g o t i a t e   w i t h   t h e   S á m i   P a r l i a m e n t   f o r   a l l   i m p o r t a n t   

m e a s u r e s   t h a t   c o n c e r n   t h e   S á m i   p e o p l e .   T h e s e   i n c l u d e   f o r   e x a m p l e   t h e   u s e   o f   s t a t e   l a n d   a n d   c o n s e r v a t i o n   

a r e a s . 

F o r e s t r y   p r o d u c t i o n 



Country:Russia

Area/Region: Republic of Karelia

Exclusions: No

S o u r c i n g   a r e a   i n   R u s s i a   i s   t h e   R e p u b l i c   o f   K a r e l i a .   T h e   s u p p l y   a r e a   i s   r e p r e s e n t e d   b y   s e m i - n a t u r a l   

m a n a g e d   f o r e s t s   ( s o u t h e r n   b o r e a l )   w i t h   n a t i v e   t r e e   s p e c i e s .   T r e e   s p e c i e s   s o u r c e d   a r e   P i n e   ( P i n u s   

s y l v e s t r i s )   a n d   S p r u c e   ( P i c e a   a b i e s ) .   O t h e r   s p e c i e s   ( B e t u l a   s p ,   L a r i x ,   P o p u l u s ,   A l n u s ,   S a l i x )   a r e   a l s o   

p r e s e n t   i n   t h e   f o r e s t s .   T h e   c o n i f e r o u s   s p e c i e s   m a k e   6 8 %   o f   t h e   f o r e s t   a r e a .   N o   C I T E S   l i s t e d   f o r e s t   t r e e   

s p e c i e s   a r e   r e p r e s e n t e d   i n   t h e   s o u r c i n g . 

R u s s i a   i s   h o m e   t o   n e a r l y   o n e - q u a r t e r   o f   t h e   p l a n e t ’ s   f o r e s t s .   H o w e v e r ,   a r o u n d   6 5 %   o f   R u s s i a ’ s   f o r e s t s   g r o w 

i n   s e v e r e   c l i m a t e   c o n d i t i o n s ,   w h i c h   r e s u l t   i n   l o w   p r o d u c t i v i t y   a n d   a   f r a g m e n t a r y   n a t u r e   o f   g r o w i n g   s t o c k ,   a s   

w e l l   a s   h i g h   h a r v e s t i n g   a n d   t r a n s p o r t a t i o n   c o s t s .   A r o u n d   7 6 %   o f   t h e   c o u n t r y ’ s   f o r e s t s   a r e   c o m p o s e d   o f   

c o n i f e r o u s   s p e c i e s .   S t a n d i n g   l a r c h   t r e e s ,   w h i c h   h a v e   l i m i t e d   a p p l i c a t i o n s   i n   t h e   t i m b e r   i n d u s t r y ,   a c c o u n t   f o r   

a   c o n s i d e r a b l e   p r o p o r t i o n   o f   t h e m .   T h e   a n n u a l   a l l o w a b l e   c u t   w a s   e s t a b l i s h e d   a t   7 0 3   m i l l i o n   c u b i c   m e t e r s   a t   

t h e   e n d   o f   2 0 1 6   b u t   n o   m o r e   t h a n   3 0 %   o f   i t   i s   n o r m a l l y   h a r v e s t e d .   I n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   R u s s i a ’ s   F o r e s t   

S e c t o r   S t r a t e g y   u n t i l   2 0 3 0 ,   t h e   p r o p o r t i o n   i s   p r o j e c t e d   t o   i n c r e a s e   t o   4 1 %   a s   h a r v e s t i n g   i s   s l a t e d   t o   r i s e   t o   

2 8 6   m i l l i o n   c u b i c   m e t e r s   t o   m e e t   n e w   d e m a n d   f r o m   w o o d w o r k i n g   c o m p a n i e s . 

H a r v e s t i n g   v o l u m e s   a r e   l o w e r   t h a n   t h e   a l l o w a b l e   a n n u a l   c u t   d u e   t o   t h e   f o l l o w i n g : 

•   N o   a c c e s s   t o   r e m o t e   f o r e s t s   f r o m   m a i n   r a i l w a y   l i n e s ,   m o t o r w a y s   o r   r i v e r s ;   

•   F o r e s t   u n d e r u t i l i z a t i o n   u n d e r   f o r e s t   p a r c e l   l e a s e   c o n t r a c t s ; 

•   L a c k   o f   u p - t o - d a t e   d a t a   o n   f o r e s t   r e s o u r c e s ; 



•   I n e f f i c i e n t   f o r e s t   r e g e n e r a t i o n   t o   r e p r o d u c e   e c o n o m i c a l l y   v a l u a b l e   s p e c i e s   o n   t h e   m o s t   p r o d u c t i v e   a n d   

t r a n s p o r t   a c c e s s i b l e   f o r e s t   l a n d   A r e a s   o f   f i n a l   f e l l i n g   h a v e   s u r p a s s e d   f o r e s t   r e g e n e r a t i o n   a r e a s   o v e r   t h e   l a s t 

d e c a d e . 

F e l l e d   a r e a s   t h a t   w e r e   n e v e r   r e p l a n t e d   r e a c h e d   1 . 4   m i l l i o n   h e c t a r e s   i n   2 0 1 0 - 2 0 1 6 .   T h e   r a t i o   o f   f o r e s t   

r e g e n e r a t i o n   t o   a r e a s   o f   f i n a l   f e l l i n g   d r o p p e d   f r o m   1 4 7 %   i n   2 0 0 0   t o   7 4 %   i n   2 0 1 6 . 

R u s s i a   h a s   a r o u n d   1 1 . 4 7   m i l l i o n   k m 2   o f   f o r e s t   l a n d   a n d   o t h e r   w o o d e d   l a n d ,   w h i c h   c o n s t i t u t e s   4 9 . 8 %   o f   t h e   

t o t a l   l a n d   a r e a .   T h e   a r e a   o f   t h e   f o r e s t   l a n d   a c t u a l l y   c o v e r e d   b y   f o r e s t s   i s   7 , 9 5   m i l l i o n   k m 2 .   A r o u n d   3 3 . 5 %   o f   

t h e   t o t a l   f o r e s t e d   a r e a   i s   c o m p o s e d   o f   p r i m a r y   f o r e s t s ,   6 4 . 1 %   o f   o t h e r w i s e   n a t u r a l l y   r e g e n e r a t e d   f o r e s t s ,   

a n d   t h e   r e m a i n i n g   2 . 4 %   o f   p l a n t e d   f o r e s t .   1 0 0 %   o f   t h e   R u s s i a n   f o r e s t   l a n d   i s   p u b l i c l y   o w n e d . 

T h e   R u s s i a n   l a n d s c a p e   i s   h i g h l y   d i v e r s e ,   i n c l u d i n g   p o l a r   d e s e r t s ,   a r c t i c   a n d   s u b - a r c t i c   t u n d r a ,   b o r e a l   a n d   

s e m i - t u n d r a   l a r c h   f o r e s t s ,   b o r e a l   a n d   t e m p e r a t e   c o n i f e r o u s   f o r e s t s ,   t e m p e r a t e   b r o a d l e a f   a n d   m i x e d   f o r e s t s ,   

f o r e s t - s t e p p e   a n d   s t e p p e   ( t e m p e r a t e   g r a s s l a n d s ,   s a v a n n a h s ,   a n d   s h r u b - l a n d s ) ,   s e m i - d e s e r t s   a n d   d e s e r t s . 

W i t h   7 , 7   m i l l i o n   k m 2 ,   R u s s i a n   b o r e a l   f o r e s t s   ( a l s o   k n o w n   i n   R u s s i a   a s   t h e   t a i g a )   r e p r e s e n t   6 7 %   o f   R u s s i a ’ s   

t o t a l   f o r e s t   l a n d   a n d   i s   t h e   l a r g e s t   f o r e s t e d   r e g i o n   o n   E a r t h   ( l a r g e r   t h a n   t h e   A m a z o n ) .   T h e s e   f o r e s t s   h a v e   

r e l a t i v e l y   f e w   t r e e   s p e c i e s ,   a n d   a r e   c o m p o s e d   m a i n l y   o f   b i r c h ,   p i n e ,   s p r u c e ,   a n d   f i r ,   a l o n g   w i t h   s o m e   o t h e r   

d e c i d u o u s   s p e c i e s .   M i x e d - i n   a m o n g   t h e   f o r e s t s   a r e   b o g s ,   f e n s ,   m a r s h e s ,   s h a l l o w   l a k e s ,   r i v e r s   a n d   

w e t l a n d s ,   w h i c h   h o l d   v a s t   a m o u n t s   o f   w a t e r .   T h e s e   f o r e s t s   c o n t a i n   m o r e   t h a n   5 5 %   o f   t h e   w o r l d ’ s   c o n i f e r s ,   

a n d   1 1 %   o f   t h e   w o r l d ’ s   b i o m a s s . 

M a n y   i n d i g e n o u s   a n d   l o c a l   p e o p l e   i n   R u s s i a ’ s   l e s s   d e v e l o p e d   r e g i o n s   r e l y   h e a v i l y   o n   t h e   f o r e s t   f o r   t i m b e r   

h a r v e s t i n g ,   a n d   n o n - t i m b e r   f o r e s t   p r o d u c t   c o l l e c t i o n   ( e . g .   b e r r i e s ,   m u s h r o o m s ,   m e d i c i n a l   p l a n t s ) ,   t r a d i t i o n a l   

a g r i c u l t u r e   ( e . g .   g r a z i n g ,   h a y   m a k i n g ) ,   a n d   h u n t i n g .   A l m o s t   a l l   o f   t h e   4 5   o f f i c i a l l y   r e g i s t e r e d   i n d i g e n o u s   

n a t i o n a l i t i e s   d e p e n d   o n   t h e   u s e   o f   f o r e s t   a n d   o t h e r   w i l d   n a t u r a l   r e s o u r c e s   ( t u n d r a ,   m a r i n e ,   f r e s h w a t e r )   f o r   

t h e i r   s u b s i s t e n c e . 

T h e   f o r e s t e d   a r e a   h a s   b e e n   g r o w i n g   s l i g h t l y ,   b y   0 . 0 3 %   p e r   y e a r ,   m a i n l y   d u e   t o   n a t u r a l   e x p a n s i o n ,   o v e r   t h e   

l a s t   2 5   y e a r s .   T h e   m a i n   p r e s s u r e   o n   R u s s i a n   f o r e s t s   i s   c a u s e d   b y   t i m b e r   e x t r a c t i o n   a n d   o t h e r   f o r e s t r y   

a c t i v i t i e s .   D e m a n d   f o r   r e s o u r c e s   i n   w o r l d   m a r k e t s ,   s u c h   a s   t i m b e r   i n   C h i n a   a n d   S o u t h e a s t   A s i a ,   a n d   p u l p   i n   

E u r o p e ,   i s   i n c r e a s i n g l y   t h r e a t e n i n g   R u s s i a n   f o r e s t s .   F o r e s t   f i r e s   a r e   a l s o   a   m a j o r   t h r e a t   t o   t h e   r e g i o n .   T h e   

f o r e s t   l o s s   d u e   t o   f i r e   r a n g e s   f r o m   o n e   t o   t h r e e   m i l l i o n   h e c t a r e s   p e r   y e a r .   S i b e r i a n   f o r e s t s   a r e   p a r t i c u l a r l y   a t   

r i s k . 

R u s s i a   h a s   m o r e   t h a n   1 2 , 0 0 0   n a t i o n a l ,   r e g i o n a l ,   a n d   l o c a l   p r o t e c t e d   a r e a s ,   c o v e r i n g   2 0 0   m i l l i o n   h e c t a r e s   o r 

1 1 . 9 %   o f   t h e   c o u n t r y .   F e d e r a l l y - m a n a g e d   p r o t e c t e d   a r e a s ,   i n c l u d i n g   1 0 2   s t r i c t   n a t u r e   r e s e r v e s   

( z a p o v e d n i k s ) ,   4 7   n a t i o n a l   p a r k s ,   7 0   f e d e r a l   s a n c t u a r i e s   o r   w i l d l i f e   r e f u g e s   ( z a k a z n i k s )   a n d   2 8   r e s e r v e d   

s i t e s   ( n a t u r a l   m o n u m e n t s ) ,   c o v e r   6 6   m i l l i o n   h e c t a r e s   o r   a b o u t   3 . 9 %   o f   t h e   c o u n t r y ’ s   t e r r i t o r y .   I n   a d d i t i o n   t o   

t h e s e   p r o t e c t e d   a r e a s ,   R u s s i a   h a s   o v e r   2 8 1   m i l l i o n   h e c t a r e s   o f   p r o t e c t e d   f o r e s t   ( s u c h   a s   w a t e r   p r o t e c t i o n   

z o n e s ,   c e d a r   n u t s   u s i n g   z o n e s   e t c . ) ,   2 6 8   m i l l i o n   h e c t a r e s   o f   r e s e r v e   f o r e s t   l o c a t e d   i n   e c o n o m i c a l l y   

i n a c c e s s i b l e   t e r r i t o r i e s ,   a n d   m a n y   p r o t e c t e d   f o r e s t   s i t e s   w i t h i n   e x p l o i t a b l e   f o r e s t .   T h e   s h a r e   o f   p r o t e c t e d   

f o r e s t s   i s   f l u c t u a t i n g   f r o m   3   t o   6 0 % ,   d e p e n d i n g   o n   t h e   p a r t i c u l a r   r e g i o n   a n d / o r   f o r e s t   m a n a g e m e n t   u n i t .   A l l   

o f   t h e s e   c a t e g o r i e s   o f   f o r e s t s   h a v e   d i f f e r e n t   p r o t e c t i o n   r e g i m e s   a n d   c l e a r   c u t t i n g   i s   n o t   a l l o w e d   i n   m o s t   o f   

t h e m . 

M o s t   c o m m o n   p r o d u c t i o n   s p e c i e s   i n   R u s s i a   a r e : 

C o n i f e r o u s : 

·   P i n e   ( P i n u s   s p p . ) 



·   S p r u c e   ( P i c e a   s p p . ) 

·   F i r   ( A b i e s   n e p h r o l i p p i s ) 

·   L a r c h   ( L a r i x   s p p . ) 

·   S i b e r i a n   p i n e   ( P i n u s   s i b e r i c a   –   o f t e n   m i s - t r a n s l a t e d   a s   S i b e r i a n   c e d a r ) 

D e c i d u o u s : 

·   O a k   ( Q u e r c u s   s p p . ) 

·   B e e c h   ( F a g u s   s y l v a t i c a ) 

·   B i r c h   ( B e t u l a   s p p . ) 

·   A s p e n   ( P o p u l u s   t r e m u l a ) 

·   A s h   ( F r a x i n u s   s p p . ) 

·   E l m   ( U l m u s   s p p . ) 

·   L i n d e n   ( T i l i a   s p p . ) 

I n   2 0 1 3 ,   t h e   R u s s i a n   F e d e r a t i o n   i n t r o d u c e d   a n   e i g h t   y e a r   p l a n ,   “ T h e   D e v e l o p m e n t   o f   F o r e s t r y   2 0 1 3 - 2 0 2 0 ” ,   

a i m i n g   t o   r e d u c e   i l l e g a l   l o g g i n g   a n d   i n c r e a s e   p r o f i t s   f r o m   t h e   t i m b e r   s e c t o r .   T h e   C r i m i n a l   C o d e   w a s   a l s o   

u p d a t e d   i n   2 0 1 4   t o   i n c l u d e   s t r i c t e r   p e n a l t i e s   f o r   i l l e g a l   l o g g i n g ,   t r a n s p o r t   a n d   s a l e .   T i m b e r   l a b e l l i n g ,   

t r a c e b i l i t y   a n d   m o n i t o r i n g   s y s t e m   r e q u i r e m e n t s   w e r e   u p d a t e d   i n   t h e   2 0 1 3   F e d e r a l   L a w   “ O n   A m e n d m e n t s   t o   

t h e   F o r e s t   C o d e   o f   t h e   R u s s i a n   F e d e r a t i o n ” .   A   n e w   e l e c t r o n i c   s y s t e m   f o r   r e c o r d i n g   t i m b e r   r e l a t e d   

i n f o r m a t i o n ,   t h e   U n i f o r m   S t a t e   A u t o m a t e d   I n f o r m a t i o n   S y s t e m   ( E G A I S ) ,   w a s   l a u n c h e d   1   J a n u a r y   2 0 1 5 .   A l l   

o r g a n i s a t i o n s   d e a l i n g   i n   t i m b e r   a r e   r e q u i r e d   t o   s u b m i t   i n f o r m a t i o n   o n   t h e   v o l u m e   o f   t i m b e r   h a r v e s t e d ,   l a b e l s 

u s e d   a n d   t i m b e r   s o l d .   F o r e s t s   a r e   s t a t e   o w n e d   a n d   l i c e n c e s   t o   h a r v e s t   a r e   i s s u e d   t o   c o m p a n i e s   o r   

i n d i v i d u a l s .   T h e   R u s s i a n   F e d e r a t i o n   a l s o   m a i n t a i n s   a   l i s t   o f   t r e e   a n d   s h r u b   s p e c i e s   f o r   w h i c h   h a r v e s t   i s   

p r i h i b i t e d . 

F o r e s t r y   p r o d u c t i o n 



T h e r e   a r e   4   C I T E S   l i s t e d   t i m b e r   s p e c i e s   i n   R u s s i a   –   T a x u s   c u s p i d a t a   ( A p p e n d i x   I I ) ,   F r a x i n u s   m a n d s h u r i c a ,   

P i n u s   k o r a i e n s i s   a n d   Q u e r c u s   m o n g o l i c a   ( A p p e n d i x   I I I ) . 

C o n s e r v a t i o n   C I T E S   o r   I U C N   s p e c i e s 

Species CITES status IUCN classification

Birch (Betula pendula) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Oak (Quercus robur, Quercus petrea) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Other CITES / IUCN registrations

Continuation 1992

https://cites.org/eng/cms/index.php

/component/cp/country/RU

Several species

Full list:

http://checklist.cites.org/#/en/search/

country_ids%5B%5D=208&cites_ap

pendices%5B%5D=I&cites_appendi

ces%5B%5D=II&cites_appendices

Common Ash (Fraxinus 

excelsior) –

Near Threatened

https://www.iucnredlist.org/sp

ecies/

203367/67807718

Full list:

https://www.iucnredlist.org/se

arch?l

andRegions=RU&searchType

=species



%5B%5D=III&output_layout=alphab

etical&level_of_listing=0&show_syn

onyms=1&show_author=1&show_e

nglish=1&show_spanish=1&show_fr

e

nch=1&scientific_name=&page=1&p

er_page=20

Country:Poland

Area/Region: All regions

Exclusions: No

T h e   f o r e s t   a r e a   i n   P o l a n d   i s   9 2 3 0   t h o u s a n d   h a   ( a c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e   C e n t r a l   S t a t i s t i c a l   O f f i c e ,   f i g u r e   f o r   3 1   

D e c e m b e r   2 0 1 6 ) ,   w h i c h   c o r r e s p o n d s   t o   f o r e s t   c o v e r   o f   2 9 . 5 % .   T h e   f o r e s t   c o v e r   i s   t h e   h i g h e s t   i n   t h e   

L u b u s k i e   p r o v i n c e   a t   4 9 . 2 % .   A c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e   m e a s u r e m e n t   s t a n d a r d   a d o p t e d   b y   t h e   i n t e r n a t i o n a l   

a s s e s s m e n t   w h i c h   a l s o   i n c l u d e s   t h e   l a n d s   a s s o c i a t e d   w i t h   f o r e s t   m a n a g e m e n t ,   t h e   f o r e s t   a r e a   i n   P o l a n d   i s   

9 4 3 5   t h o u s a n d   h a ,   a s   o f   3 1   D e c e m b e r   2 0 1 6 ,   a n d   i s   c l o s e   i n   s i z e   t o   t h e   f o r e s t   a r e a   o f   U k r a i n e   a n d   I t a l y .   I n   

s i x   E u r o p e a n   c o u n t r i e s   ( a p a r t   f r o m   R u s s i a )   t h i s   n u m b e r   w a s   m o r e   t h a n   1 0   m i l l i o n   h a . 

I n   t h e   o w n e r s h i p   s t r u c t u r e   o f   f o r e s t s   i n   P o l a n d   t h e   p u b l i c   f o r e s t s   a r e   p r e d o m i n a n t   –   8 0 . 8 % ,   o f   w h i c h   7 7 . 0 %   

a r e   u n d e r   t h e   a d m i n i s t r a t i o n   o f   t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t s   N a t i o n a l   F o r e s t   H o l d i n g   ( t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t s ) .   I n   t h e   p o s t - 

w a r   p e r i o d   t h e   f o r e s t   o w n e r s h i p   s t r u c t u r e   w a s   c h a n g i n g   v e r y   s l i g h t l y .   I n   t h e   y e a r s   1 9 9 0 – 2 0 1 6 ,   t h e   s h a r e   o f   

p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d   f o r e s t s   i n c r e a s e d   b y   2 . 2   p e r c e n t a g e   p o i n t s   t o   t h e   c u r r e n t   1 9 . 2 % .   C o n c u r r e n t l y ,   t h e   s h a r e   o f 

p u b l i c l y - o w n e d   f o r e s t s   d e c r e a s e d   f r o m   8 3 . 0 %   t o   8 0 . 8 % . 

F o r e s t s   i n   P o l a n d   m a i n l y   o c c u r   i n   t h e   a r e a s   w i t h   t h e   p o o r e s t   s o i l s   w h i c h   i s   r e f l e c t e d   b y   t h e   d i s t r i b u t i o n   o f   

t h e   f o r e s t   h a b i t a t   t y p e s .   I n   t h e   s t r u c t u r e   o f   f o r e s t   s i t e s ,   c o n i f e r o u s   f o r e s t s   a r e   p r e d o m i n a n t   a s   t h e y   a c c o u n t   

f o r   5 0 . 5 %   o f   t h e   f o r e s t   a r e a ,   w h i l e   t h e   b r o a d l e a v e d   h a b i t a t s   a c c o u n t   f o r   4 9 . 5 % .   I n   b o t h   g r o u p s   t h e r e   a r e   

u p l a n d   s i t e s   a c c o u n t i n g   f o r   6 . 5 %   o f   t h e   t o t a l   f o r e s t   a r e a   a n d   m o n t a n e   s i t e s   o c c u r r i n g   i n   8 . 7 %   o f   f o r e s t s . 

C o n i f e r o u s   s p e c i e s   a r e   d o m i n a n t   i n   6 8 . 5 %   o f   t h e   a r e a   o f   P o l i s h   f o r e s t s .   P i n e ,   w h i c h   a c c o r d i n g   t o   t h e   

N a t i o n a l   F o r e s t   I n v e n t o r y   a c c o u n t s   f o r   5 8 . 2 %   o f   t h e   a r e a   o f   f o r e s t s   i n   a l l   o w n e r s h i p   c a t e g o r i e s ,   6 0 . 1 %   o f   

t h e   a r e a   m a n a g e d   b y   t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t s ,   a n d   5 5 . 0 %   i n   p r i v a t e   f o r e s t s ,   h a s   f o u n d   i n   P o l a n d   o p t i m a l   c l i m a t i c   

a n d   s i t e   c o n d i t i o n s   w i t h i n   i t s   E u r o - A s i a n   n a t u r a l   r a n g e .   O w i n g   t o   t h i s ,   p i n e   m a n a g e d   t o   p r o d u c e   m a n y   

v a l u a b l e   e c o t y p e s   s u c h   a s   T a b o r s k a   o r   A u g u s t o w s k a   p i n e .   I n   t h e   y e a r s   1 9 4 5 – 2 0 1 6 ,   t h e   s t r u c t u r e   o f   s p e c i e s 

c o m p o s i t i o n   i n   P o l i s h   f o r e s t s   c h a n g e d   s i g n i f i c a n t l y ,   w h i c h   i s   e v i d e n t   a l s o   i n   t h e   i n c r e a s e d   s h a r e   o f   s t a n d s   

w i t h   p r e d o m i n a n t   d e c i d u o u s   s p e c i e s .   I n   t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t s ,   w h e r e   i t   i s   p o s s i b l e   t o   t r a c k   t h e s e   c h a n g e s   

o w i n g   t o   t h e   a n n u a l   u p d a t e s   o f   t h e   f o r e s t   a r e a   a n d   t i m b e r   r e s o u r c e s ,   t h e   a r e a   o f   b r o a d l e a v e d   s t a n d s   

i n c r e a s e d   f r o m   1 3 . 0   t o   2 3 . 8 % . 

F o r e s t   e c o s y s t e m s   i n   P o l a n d   a r e   t h e   m o s t   v a l u a b l e   a n d   t h e   m o s t   r e p r e s e n t a t i v e   c o m p o n e n t s   o f   a l l   n a t u r e   

p r o t e c t i o n   f o r m s .   T h e y   a c c o u n t   f o r   3 8 . 2 %   o f   t h e   l a n d   a r e a   u n d e r   l e g a l   p r o t e c t i o n .   I n   r e l a t i o n   t o   t h e   t o t a l   

f o r e s t   a r e a ,   t h e   s h a r e   o f   p r o t e c t e d   f o r e s t s   a c c o u n t s   f o r   4 1 . 9 % ,   b u t   t a k i n g   i n t o   a c c o u n t   t h e   a r e a   o f   f o r e s t   

r e s e r v e s   i t   a m o u n t s   t o   4 3 . 0 % .   T h e   a r e a   o f   f o r e s t s   a n d   t h e   t i m b e r   r e s o u r c e s   o f   t h e   c o u n t r y   a r e   i n c r e a s i n g   

s t e a d i l y .   A t   p r e s e n t ,   t h e i r   a r e a   i s   9 2 3 0   m i l l i o n   h a ,   i n c l u d i n g   7 1 0 5   m i l l i o n   h a   i n   t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t s ,   v o l u m e   o f   

g r o s s   m e r c h a n t a b l e   t i m b e r   –   2 5 5 0   m i l l i o n   m 3 ,   o f   w h i c h   i n   t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t s   2 0 0 5   m i l l i o n   m 3   a n d   i n   p r i v a t e   



f o r e s t s   4 2 4   m i l l i o n   m 3 .   A t   p r e s e n t ,   t h e   a v e r a g e   g r o w i n g   s t o c k   a m o u n t s   2 7 7   m 3 / h a ;   i n   t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t s ,   

h o w e v e r ,   t h i s   i n d i c a t o r   i s   h i g h e r   t h a n   i n   p r i v a t e   f o r e s t s   –   2 8 2   m 3 / h a   a n d   2 4 0   m 3 / h a ,   r e s p e c t i v e l y .   T h e   

a v e r a g e   a g e   o f   s t a n d s   i s   5 9   y e a r s   i n   t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t s   a n d   4 8   y e a r s   i n   p r i v a t e   f o r e s t s . 

F o r e s t s   i n   P o l a n d   a r e   o n e   o f   t h e   m o s t   v a l u a b l e   e l e m e n t s   o f   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t   a n d   a r e   p r o t e c t e d   b y   a   v a r i e t y   

o f   n a t u r e   a n d   l a n d s c a p e   p r o t e c t i o n   f o r m s .   T h e r e   a r e   n a t i o n a l   p a r k s ,   n a t u r e   r e s e r v e s ,   a r e a s   o f   p r o t e c t e d   

l a n d s c a p e ,   N a t u r a   2 0 0 0   s i t e s ,   a r e a s   o f   e c o l o g i c a l   u t i l i t y ,   n a t u r e   a n d   l a n d s c a p e   c o m p l e x e s   a n d   

d o c u m e n t a t i o n   s i t e s .   T h e   h i g h e s t   f o r m   o f   n a t u r e   p r o t e c t i o n   a r e   n a t i o n a l   p a r k s   w h i c h   c u r r e n t l y   n u m b e r   2 3   

a n d   c o v e r   a n   a r e a   3 1 5 . 1   t h o u s a n d   h a .   F o r e s t s   c o m p r i s e   1 9 4 . 8   t h o u s a n d   h a ,   i . e .   6 1 . 8 %   o f   t h e   t o t a l   a r e a   o f   

n a t i o n a l   p a r k s .   N a t u r e   r e s e r v e s ,   1 4 9 3   i n   n u m b e r ,   c o v e r   a n   a r e a   o f   1 6 8 . 3   t h o u s a n d   h a .   M a j o r i t y   o f   r e s e r v e s   

( 1 2 8 1 )   a r e   l o c a t e d   w i t h i n   a d m i n i s t r a t i v e   b o u n d a r i e s   o f   t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t s .   T h e   c o m b i n e d   f o r e s t   a r e a   i n   

n a t u r e   r e s e r v e s   i s   9 6 . 1   t h o u s a n d   h a .   T h e r e   a r e   1 2 2   l a n d s c a p e   p a r k s ,   c r e a t e d   t h r o u g h   a d m i n i s t r a t i v e   o r d e r s 

o f   p r o v i n c i a l   g o v e r n o r s ,   o f   a   c o m b i n e d   a r e a   2 6 0 4 . 7   t h o u s a n d   h a ,   o u t   o f   w h i c h   1 3 1 9 . 1   t h o u s a n d   h a   ( 5 0 . 6 % )   

a r e   f o r e s t s .   T h e   a r e a s   o f   p r o t e c t e d   l a n d s c a p e   i n c l u d e   3 8 5   o b j e c t s   o f   n a t u r e   w i t h   a   t o t a l   a r e a   o f   7 0 8 5 . 9   

t h o u s a n d   h a ,   o f   w h i c h   f o r e s t s   c o n s t i t u t e   2 3 0 5 . 9   t h o u s a n d   h a   ( 3 2 . 5 % ) .   B o t h   f o r m s   o f   n a t u r e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   

a c c o u n t   f o r   o v e r   5 0 . 2 %   o f   t h e   a r e a   o f   t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t s .   W i t h i n   N a t u r a   2 0 0 0   n e t w o r k ,   a t   t h e   e n d   o f   2 0 1 6   

t h e r e   w e r e   d e s i g n a t e d   1 4 5   s p e c i a l   p r o t e c t i o n   a r e a s   ( S P A s )   f o r   b i r d s   w i t h   a   t o t a l   l a n d   a n d   s e a   a r e a   o f   5 5 7 5   

t h o u s a n d   h a ,   a n d   8 4 9   s i t e s   o f   C o m m u n i t y   i m p o r t a n c e   ( a w a i t i n g   t o   b e   d e s i g n a t e d   b y   t h e   M i n i s t e r   o f   t h e   

E n v i r o n m e n t   a s   s p e c i a l   a r e a s   o f   h a b i t a t   c o n s e r v a t i o n )   w i t h   a   t o t a l   a r e a   o f   3 8 5 1   t h o u s a n d   h a .   C u r r e n t l y ,   

N a t u r a   2 0 0 0   s i t e s   c o v e r   6 8 5 3   t h o u s a n d   h a   w h i c h   i s   a b o u t   2 0 %   o f   t h e   c o u n t r y ’ s   t o t a l   a r e a .   I n   t h e   a r e a s   

a d m i n i s t e r e d   b y   t h e   S t a t e   F o r e s t s ,   s p e c i a l   p r o t e c t i o n   a r e a s   f o r   b i r d s   c o v e r   2 2 1 7   t h o u s a n d   h a   ( 2 9 . 1 % ) ,   a n d   

s i t e s   o f   C o m m u n i t y   i m p o r t a n c e   1 6 7 8   t h o u s a n d   h a   ( 2 1 . 8 % ) .   F o l l o w i n g   l a r g e   e x t e n s i o n   o f   t h e   P o l i s h   –   

B e l a r u s i a n   B i a l o w i e z a   F o r e s t   W o r l d   H e r i t a g e   S i t e   ( i n s c r i b e d   i n   2 0 1 4 )   t h e   e n t i r e   B i a l o w i e z a   F o r e s t   ( a   

p r o p e r t y   o f   1 4 1 , 8 8 5   h a   w i t h   a   b u f f e r   z o n e   o f   1 6 6 , 7 0 8   h a )   i s   o n   t h e   W o r l d   H e r i t a g e   L i s t . 

P o l a n d ’ s   f o r e s t s   c o n t a i n   9 6 8   m i l l i o n   m e t r i c   t o n s   o f   c a r b o n   i n   l i v i n g   f o r e s t   b i o m a s s .   B i o d i v e r s i t y   a n d   

P r o t e c t e d   A r e a s :   P o l a n d   h a s   s o m e   5 6 3   k n o w n   s p e c i e s   o f   a m p h i b i a n s ,   b i r d s ,   m a m m a l s   a n d   r e p t i l e s   

a c c o r d i n g   t o   f i g u r e s   f r o m   t h e   W o r l d   C o n s e r v a t i o n   M o n i t o r i n g   C e n t r e .   O f   t h e s e ,   0 , 4 %   a r e   e n d e m i c ,   m e a n i n g   

t h e y   e x i s t   i n   n o   o t h e r   c o u n t r y ,   a n d   4 . 3 %   a r e   t h r e a t e n e d .   P o l a n d   i s   h o m e   t o   a t   l e a s t   2 4 5 0   s p e c i e s   o f   

v a s c u l a r   p l a n t s ,   o f   w h i c h   0 . 1 %   a r e   e n d e m i c .   1 1 . 0 %   o f   P o l a n d   i s   p r o t e c t e d   u n d e r   I U C N   c a t e g o r i e s   I - V . 

C o n s e r v a t i o n   C I T E S   o r   I U C N   s p e c i e s 

Species CITES status IUCN classification

Oak (Quercus petrea/robur) Not on the list Least concern (LC)

Other CITES / IUCN registrations

Ratification 1989

https://cites.org/eng/cms/index.php

/component/cp/country/PL

Common Ash (Fraxinus 

excelsior) –

Near Threatened

https://www.iucnredlist.org/spe

cies/



Other CITES species are present but

do not include softwood or deciduous

trees which are threatened.

Full list:

http://checklist.cites.org/#/en/search/co

untry_ids%5B%5D=75&cites_appendic

es%5B%5D=I&cites_appendices%5B%

5D=II&cites_appendices%5B%5D=III&

output_layout=alphabeti

cal&level_of_listing=0&show_synonym

s=1&show_author=1&show_english=1

&show_spanish=1&show_french=1&sc

ientific_name=&page=1&per_page=20

203367/67807718

Full list

https://www.iucnredlist.org/sear

ch?l

andRegions=PL&searchType=

species

F o r e s t e r s   e n c o u r a g e   e v e r y o n e   t o   r e s t   i n   t h e   b o s o m   o f   n a t u r e .   I n   t h e   m o s t   a t t r a c t i v e   s p o t s   t o u r i s t s   m a y   f i n d   

f o r e s t   s h e d s ,   t a b l e s   a n d   b e n c h e s   t h a t   a r e   g r e a t   f o r   l e i s u r e   o r   a   p i c n i c .   E v e r y   s p o t ,   t h a t   i s   s u i t a b l e   f o r   a   

f i r e p l a c e   o r   g r i l l ,   i s   m a r k e d   a n d   s e c u r e d   i n   a   w a y   t h a t   p r e v e n t s   t h e   u n c o n t r o l l e d   s p r e a d   o f   f i r e   a n d   t h e   r i s k   

o f   c o n f l a g r a t i o n . 

F o r e s t r y   p r o d u c t i o n 



2.3 Actions taken to promote certification amongst feedstock 

supplier

F o r   t h e   p r o d u c t i o n   o f   S B P   p e l l e t s ,   p r e f e r e n c e   i s   g i v e n   t o   s u p p l i e r s   c e r t i f i e d   a c c o r d i n g   t o   F S C   a n d   P E F C   

s y s t e m s   a n d   d e l i v e r i n g   c e r t i f i e d   m a t e r i a l .   I n   c o o p e r a t i o n   w i t h   s u p p l i e r s   o f   c o n t r o l l e d   w o o d ,   t h e   c o m p a n y   

p r e f e r s   t h o s e   w h o   u n d e r t a k e   t o   m i t i g a t e   t h e   r i s k s   i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   t h e   p r o c e d u r e s   d e v e l o p e d   b y   t h e   

c o m p a n y   t o   o b t a i n   S B P   c o m p l i a n t   m a t e r i a l .   T h e   e f e c t i v e n e s s   o f   t h e   m e a s u r e s   i s   e v i d e n c e d   b y   a   s i g n i f i c a n t   

i n c r e s e   i n   S B P - c o m p l i a n t   m a t e r i a l   i n   r e c e n t   y e a r s :   b e f o r e   c e r t i f i c a t i o n   s t a r t e d   S B P - c o m p l i a n t   p r i m a r y   

f e e d s t o c k   h a s   i n c r e a s e d   f r o m   2 0 . 4 6 %   ( 2 0 1 7 )   t o   9 9 . 3 8 %   ( 2 0 2 0 ) ,   s e c o n d a r y   f e e d s t o c k   h a s   i n c r e a s e d   f r o m   

3 5 . 9 8 %   ( 2 0 1 7 )   t o   9 0 . 4 2 %   ( 2 0 2 0 ) .   T h e   c o m p a n y   p o l i c y   i s   t o   g i v e   a   p r e f e r e n c e   t o   c e r t i f i e d   s u p p l i e r s .   R a w   

m a t e r i a l   ( s a w d u s t ,   c h i p s )   c o n s i s t s   o f   w o o d   w a s t e   f r o m   m a i n   p r o d u c t i o n   o f   s u p p l i e r s .   T h e r e f o r e ,   u n c e r t i f i e d   

a n d   n e w   s u p p l i e r s   a r e   i n v i t e d   t o   c e r t i f y   t h e i r   b a s e   p r o d u c t i o n   a n d   g e t   b e n e f i t   f r o m   r e s i d u e s .   

2.4 Quantification of the Supply Base

Supply Base
a. Total Supply Base area (million ha): 882,51

b. Tenure by type (million ha):48.89 (Privately owned), 83.36 (Community concession)

c. Forest by type (million ha):76.51 (Boreal), 11.74 (Temperate)

d. Forest by management type (million ha):882.54 (Managed natural)

e. Certified forest by scheme (million ha):74.68 (FSC), 74.65 (PEFC)

Describe the harvesting type which best describes how your material is sourced: Mix of the above

Explanation: The proportion of biomass quantity as primary raw material after final fellings is about 55,68 % 

compared to quantity of other raw material assortment. The primary raw material has been procured from the

Supply Base area and it consists of round wood/firewood.

Was the forest in the Supply Base managed for a purpose other than for energy markets? Yes - 

Majority

Explanation: The primary raw material has been procured from the Supply Base area and it consists of 

round wood/firewood. The raw materials are procured in well developed, free and open market with 

competition of other customers. Different assortments of raw materials are obtained from the logging. All 

companies of forest industry have public price lists for the assortments. The price lists reflect the solvency of 

the industry for different assortments. The price lists clearly indicate that logs and veneer logs are the most 

valuable assortments while firewood (e.g. for pellet production) is less valuable assortment. This information 

is derived from the documents and data submitted by suppliers and forest developers. 

For the forests in the Supply Base, is there an intention to retain, restock or encourage natural 

regeneration within 5 years of felling? Yes - Majority

Explanation: The primary raw material consists of round wood/firewood and wood chips from forest 

residues from Latvia. The Law on Forests stipulates that a forest owner or legal possessor is obliged to 

restore a forest stand after felling or other factors, if the cross-sectional area of the forest stand has become 

smaller than the critical cross-sectional area, as well as to ensure maintenance of the restored or planted 

forest stand. In accordance with the regulations of the Cabinet of Ministers on Forest Restoration, 



Reforestation and Plantation Forestry after the influence of felling or other factors, if due to them the cross-

sectional area of the forest stand has become smaller than the critical cross-sectional area, depending on 

the type of forest, the forest shall be restored within the following term: - within five calendar years after the 

year of felling or the year of the influence of other factors - silage, moor, lynx, dahlia, ox, goose, green, wet 

mint, wet dam, wet beet, wet goose, heather, mint, broadleaf, narrow-leaved arena, heather peat, mint peat, 

narrow-leaved peat, broad-leaved peat; - within 10 calendar years after the year of felling or the year of the 

influence of other factors - in the bog, reed, bog and curve.

Was the feedstock used in the biomass removed from a forest as part of a pest/disease control 

measure or a salvage operation? Yes - Minority

Explanation: If the forest stand has not yet reached the main felling parameters, but has suffered from wind,

snow and fire damage, or the destruction of trees or pests or diseases caused by loss of viability, felled and 

dead trees are felled in sanitary felling. According to Latvian Law of Forests, if the cross-sectional area of the

growing trees of the forest stand is smaller than the critical cross-sectional area, the forest stand may be 

felled in sanitary felling after receipt of the sanitary opinion of the State Forest Service. The provisions of this 

section shall not apply to specially protected nature territories, the individual protection and use regulations 

of which do not allow sanitary felling after receipt of a sanitary opinion of the State Forest Service or sanitary 

felling in a random manner.

Feedstock
Reporting period from: 01 Jan 2020

Reporting period to: 31 Dec 2020 

a. Total volume of Feedstock: 200,000-400,000 tonnes

b. Volume of primary feedstock: 1-200,000 tonnes

c. List percentage of primary feedstock, by the following categories.

- Certified to an SBP-approved Forest Management Scheme: 20% - 39%

- Not certified to an SBP-approved Forest Management Scheme: 1% - 19%

d. List of all the species in primary feedstock, including scientific name:  Alnus glutinosa (Black 
alder);  Alnus incana (Grey alder);  Betula pendula (Silver birch);  Betula pubescens (Downy birch);  
Fraxinus excelsior (Ash);  Picea abies (Norway spruce);  Pinus sylvestris (Scots pine);  Populus tremula 
(Aspen);  Quercus robur (Oak); 

e. Is any of the feedstock used likely to have come from protected or threatened species?  No

- Name of species: N/A

- Biomass proportion, by weight, that is likely to be composed of that species (%): N/A

f. Hardwood (i.e. broadleaf trees): specify proportion of biomass from (%): 53,00

g. Softwood (i.e. coniferous trees): specify proportion of biomass from (%): 47,00

h. Proportion of biomass composed of or derived from saw logs (%): 0,00

i. Specify the local regulations or industry standards that define saw logs: All companies of forest 

industry have public price lists for the assortments. The price lists reflect the solvency of the industry for 

different assortments. The price lists clearly indicate that logs and veneer logs are the most valuable 

assortments while firewood (e.g. for pellet production) is less valuable assortment. This information is 

derived from the documents and data submitted by suppliers and forest developers.

j. Roundwood from final fellings from forests with > 40 yr rotation times - Average % volume of 

fellings delivered to BP (%): 55,68

k. Volume of primary feedstock from primary forest: 0 N/A

l. List percentage of primary feedstock from primary forest, by the following categories. Subdivide 

by SBP-approved Forest Management Schemes:



- Primary feedstock from primary forest certified to an SBP-approved Forest Management 

Scheme: N/A 

- Primary feedstock from primary forest not certified to an SBP-approved Forest Management 

Scheme: N/A

m. Volume of secondary feedstock: 1-200,000 tonnes 

- Physical form of the feedstock: Chips, Sawdust

n. Volume of tertiary feedstock: 1-200,000 tonnes 

- Physical form of the feedstock: Sawdust (dry)

Proportion of feedstock sourced per type of claim during the reporting period

Feedstock type Sourced by using Supply Base 

Evaluation (SBE) %

FSC % PEFC % SFI %

Primary 67,34 32,66 0,00 0,00

Secondary 0,00 81,45 18,55 0,00

Tertiary 0,00 100,00 0,00 0,00

Other 0,00 0,00 0,00 0,00



3 Requirement for a Supply Base Evaluation

Is Supply Base Evaluation (SBE) is completed? Yes

T h e   b a s i s   o f   t h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   a g r e e m e n t s   c o n c l u d e d   b y   “ A V O T I   S W F ”   S I A   w i t h   p e l l e t s   b u y e r s   i n   2 0 1 7   i s   

t h e   s u p p l y   o f   S B P - c o m p l i a n t   p r o d u c t s .   T h e r e f o r e ,   t h e   d e c i s i o n   o f   t h e   c o m p a n y   m a n a g e m e n t   i s   t o   d e s i g n   

S B E   r i s k   m i n i m i s a t i o n   m e a s u r e s ,   c o o p e r a t e   w i t h   s u p p l i e r s ,   a t t r a c t   i n d e p e n d e n t   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   s p e c i a l i s t s   

a n d   e x p e r t s   t o   e x c l u d e   t h e   p u r c h a s e   o f   w o o d   t h a t   d o e s   n o t   m e e t   t h e   S B P - c e r t i f i e d   p r o d u c t   s t a t u s . 



4 Supply Base Evaluation

4.1 Scope

Feedstock types included in SBE: Primary

SBP-endorsed Regional Risk Assessments used: Latvia

List of countries and regions included in the SBE: 

 

Country: Latvia

Indicator with specified risk in the risk assessment used:

2.1.1 The BP has implemented appropriate control systems and procedures for verifying that forests and 

other areas with high conservation value in the Supply Base are identified and mapped.

Specific risk description:

S u b s t a n t i a l   a r e a s   o f   h i g h   c o n s e r v a t i o n   v a l u e   ( H C V )   f o r   n a t u r e   i n   L a t v i a n   f o r e s t s   h a v e   b e e n   i d e n t i f i e d ,   a r e   

k n o w n   a n d   m a p p e d .   A n   a c t i v e   e x a m i n a t i o n   a n d   i d e n t i f i c a t i o n   o f   E U   p r o t e c t e d   h a b i t a t s   a n d   W o o d l a n d   K e y   

H a b i t a t s   ( W K H s )   i s   t a k i n g   p l a c e   i n   s t a t e   f o r e s t s   a n d   F S C - c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t s .   H o w e v e r ,   t h e r e   i s   n o t   e n o u g h   

i n f o r m a t i o n   a b o u t   t h e   l o c a t i o n   o f   H C V   f o r e s t ,   a n d   m a j o r   g a p s   i n   k n o w l e d g e   a b o u t   H C V   f o r e s t ,   i n   n o n - 

c e r t i f i e d ,   p r i m a r i l y   p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d ,   f o r e s t . 

I n f o r m a t i o n   o n   t h e   g e o g r a p h i c a l   d i s t r i b u t i o n   o f   m a j o r   c o n c e n t r a t i o n s   o f   l a r g e - s c a l e   n a t u r e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   

a r e a s   i s   s u f f i c i e n t   a n d   t h e r e   a r e   n o   m a j o r   g a p s   f o r   t h i s   a s p e c t .   M a n y   o f   t h e   i m p o r t a n t   f o r e s t   a r e a s   a r e   

d e s i g n a t e d   a s   p r o t e c t e d / n a t u r e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   a r e a s   o n   n a t i o n a l   o r   E U   l e v e l   ( N a t u r a   2 0 0 0   s i t e s ) .   G i v e n   t h e   

l a c k   o f   i n f o r m a t i o n   o n   H C V   f o r e s t s   –   W K H s   a n d / o r   E U   p r o t e c t e d   h a b i t a t s   i n   n o n - c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t s ,   

p a r t i c u l a r l y   i n   p r i v a t e   f o r e s t s ,   t h i s   c a t e g o r y   i s   a s s i g n e d   “ s p e c i f i e d   r i s k ”   s t a t u s . 

S e e   m o r e   i n f o r m a t i o n :   h t t p s : / / s b p - c e r t . o r g / d o c s / S B P - e n d o r s e d - R e g i o n a l - R i s k - A s s e s s m e n t - f o r - L a t v i a . p d f   

 

Country: Latvia

Indicator with specified risk in the risk assessment used:

2.1.2 The BP has implemented appropriate control systems and procedures to identify and address potential 

threats to forests and other areas with high conservation values from forest management activities.

Specific risk description:

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e   s a m p l e s   o f   n a t u r a l   f o r e s t   h a b i t a t s   a n d   v a l u a b l e   e c o s y s t e m s   i n   L a t v i a   a r e   s u r v e y e d ,   

i d e n t i f i e d   a n d   p r o t e c t e d   u n d e r   t h e   H a b i t a t s   D i r e c t i v e   ( C o u n c i l   D i r e c t i v e   9 2 / 4 3 / E E C   o n   t h e   C o n s e r v a t i o n   o f   

n a t u r a l   h a b i t a t s   a n d   o f   w i l d   f a u n a   a n d   f l o r a )   a n d   d e s i g n a t e d   a s   N a t u r a   2 0 0 0   s i t e s .   P a r c e l s   o f   s e m i - n a t u r a l   



f o r e s t s   w i t h   h i g h   b i o d i v e r s i t y   v a l u e   c o n c e n t r a t i o n s   a r e   i d e n t i f i e d   a s   E U   P r o t e c t e d   h a b i t a t s   a n d / o r   W o o d l a n d   

k e y   h a b i t a t s   ( W K H ) .   A g g r e g a t i o n s   o f   W K H s   a n d   E U   p r o t e c t e d   h a b i t a t s   a r e   d e s i g n a t e d   a s   p r o t e c t e d   

t e r r i t o r i e s   a t   a   n a t i o n a l   l e v e l   o r   a s   N a t u r a   2 0 0 0   s i t e s   i n   E U   l e v e l .   H o w e v e r ,   p a r t   o f   t h e   h i g h   c o n s e r v a t i o n   

v a l u e   a r e a s   s u c h   a s   W K H s   a n d   E U   p r o t e c t e d   h a b i t a t s   r e m a i n   o u t s i d e   p r o t e c t e d   a r e a s .   B a s e d   o n   d i f f e r e n t   

s o u r c e s   o f   i n f o r m a t i o n ,   s u c h   a s   r e p o r t s ,   d a t a b a s e s   a n d   s t a t i s t i c a l   d a t a   i t   i s   e v i d e n t   t h a t   H C V   f o r e s t   –   W K H s 

a n d   E U   p r o t e c t e d   h a b i t a t s   -   h a v e   o n l y   a   p a r t i a l   l e v e l   o f   p r o t e c t i o n ,   e i t h e r   b y   f a l l i n g   i n s i d e   N a t u r a   2 0 0 0   s i t e   

o r   t h r o u g h   v o l u n t a r y   p r o t e c t i o n   b y   c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t   m a n a g e r s .   H o w e v e r ,   s i g n i f i c a n t   a r e a s   o f   H C V   f o r e s t ,   

w h i c h   a r e   p a r t   o f   p r i v a t e ,   m u n i c i p a l   a n d   o t h e r   f o r e s t   p r o p e r t i e s ,   d o   n o t   h a v e   a n y   p r o t e c t i o n . 

F o r   d e t a i l e d   f i n d i n g s ,   p l e a s e   s e e :   h t t p s : / / s b p - c e r t . o r g / d o c s / S B P - e n d o r s e d - R e g i o n a l - R i s k - A s s e s s m e n t - f o r - 

L a t v i a . p d f 

 

Country: Latvia

Indicator with specified risk in the risk assessment used:

2.8.1 The BP has implemented appropriate control systems and procedures for verifying that appropriate 

safeguards are put in place to protect the health and safety of forest workers (CPET S12).

Specific risk description:

L o g g i n g   c o m p a n i e s   t h a t   a r e   w o r k i n g   i n   F S C   F M / C O C   c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t   o p e r a t i o n s   ( f o r   e x a m p l e ,   s t a t e   f o r e s t   

e n t e r p r i s e ,   c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t   o w n e r s   a n d   m a n a g e r s )   b a s e d   o n   s u b c o n t r a c t i n g   a g r e e m e n t s ,   a r e   m o n i t o r e d   n o t   

o n l y   b y   t h e   f o r e s t   m a n a g e r s   w h o   r e q u i r e   f u l f i l m e n t   o f   F S C   r e q u i r e m e n t s   s e t   i n   P 4   ( P 2   i n   F S S T D - 0 1 - 0 0 1   v   

5 - 0 ) ,   b u t   a l s o   b y   t h e   a c c r e d i t e d   F S C   c e r t i f i c a t i o n   b o d i e s   t h a t   d o   f i e l d   o b s e r v a t i o n s   o f   s u c h   c o m p a n i e s   

d u r i n g   c e r t i f i c a t i o n   a u d i t s .   H o w e v e r ,   t h e r e   a r e   c o n c e r n s   r e g a r d i n g   c o n t r a c t o r s   w o r k i n g   i n   n o n c e r t i f i e d   

f o r e s t s   b e c a u s e   o f   p e r i o d i c a l l y   o c c u r r i n g   d e a t h   a n d   s e r i o u s   i n j u r i e s   a t   t h e   w o r k   p l a c e s .   I n   a d d i t i o n ,   t h e r e   

a r e   n o t   e n o u g h   e f f i c i e n t   m e a s u r e s   i m p l e m e n t e d   t o   e n s u r e   t h a t   c o n t r a c t o r s   w o r k i n g   i n   n o n - c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t s   

f o l l o w   t h e   h e a l t h   a n d   s a f e t y   r e q u i r e m e n t s .   T h e r e f o r e ,   i t   w a s   p r o p o s e d   t o   d e s i g n a t e   t h i s   c r i t e r i o n   w i t h   

“ s p e c i f i e d   r i s k ”   f o r   c o n t r a c t o r s   w o r k i n g   i n   n o n - c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t s . 

A l l   m a j o r   f o r e s t   h a r v e s t i n g   c o m p a n i e s   h a v e   s o l i d   h e a l t h   a n d   s a f e t y   p r o c e d u r e s   i n   p l a c e .   M a j o r   t i m b e r   

h a r v e s t i n g   c o m p a n i e s   h a v e   i m p r o v e d   t h e i r   H & S   p r o c e d u r e s   a n d   p e r f o r m a n c e   i n   t h e   l a s t   1 0   y e a r s   b y   

i n t r o d u c i n g   m o d e r n   a n d   a d v a n c e d   h a r v e s t i n g   t e c h n i q u e s   a n d   e q u i p m e n t .   M o s t   o f   t h e   h a r v e s t i n g   w o r k   

( 8 0 % )   a r e   d o n e   i n   a   m e c h a n i s e d   w a y .   H i g h   s t a n d a r d s   w i t h   r e g a r d   t o   t h e   h e a l t h   a n d   s a f e t y   i s s u e s   a r e   

m a i n t a i n e d   i n   t h e   m a n u a l   f e l l i n g / h a r v e s t i n g   w o r k   t h r o u g h   g o o d   s p e c i a l i s e d   p r o f e s s i o n a l   e d u c a t i o n   a n d   s o l i d 

r e g u l a t o r y   l e g i s l a t i o n   f r a m e w o r k s .   O f f i c i a l   l a b o u r   p r o t e c t i o n   s t a t i s t i c s   s h o w i n g   a   d e c r e a s i n g   t r e n d   i n   

a c c i d e n t s   i n   t h e   f o r e s t r y   s e c t o r .   A c c o r d i n g   t o   o u t c o m e   o f   t h e   f o r e s t r y   s e c t o r   c o m p a n y   s u r v e y   r e g a r d i n g   

o c c u p a t i o n a l   h e a l t h   a n d   s a f e t y   i s s u e s ,   a n d   t h e   o p i n i o n   o f   p r o f e s s i o n a l   O c c u p a t i o n a l   H e a l t h   &   S a f e t y   

( O H & S )   i n s t i t u t i o n s ,   t h e   r i s k   l e v e l   c a n n o t   b e   s p e c i f i e d   o v e r a l l   a s   “ l o w   r i s k ” .   I n f o r m a t i o n   f r o m   t h e   c o n s u l t e d   

e n f o r c e m e n t   a n d   p r o f e s s i o n a l   i n s t i t u t i o n s   s h o w s   t h a t   t h e   l e v e l   o f   O H & S   p e r f o r m a n c e   m a y   v a r y   a m o n g   t h e   

c o m p a n i e s   w o r k i n g   i n   t h e   f o r e s t r y   s e c t o r .   T h e r e   a r e   c o m p a n i e s   w i t h   v e r y   g o o d   O H & S   p e r f o r m a n c e   r e c o r d s   

a s   w e l l   a s   c o m p a n i e s   w h o   a r e   w o r k i n g   a s   s u b c o n t r a c t o r s   f o r   c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t   m a n a g e r s   a n d   w h o   a r e   

r o u t i n e l y   c h e c k e d   f o r   O H & S   i s s u e s   ,   s u c h   a r e   c o n s i d e r e d   a s   a   l o w   r i s k   g r o u p .   O n   t h e   o t h e r   h a n d ,   i t   i s   

g e n e r a l l y   a c k n o w l e d g e d   t h a t   s e l f - e m p l o y e d   p e r s o n s   w o r k i n g   i n   t h e   f o r e s t   s e c t o r   g e n e r a l l y   h a v e   w o r s e   

O H & S   p e r f o r m a n c e   r e c o r d s ,   w h i c h   i s   w h y   t h e y   c a n   b e   c o n s i d e r e d   a s   a   s p e c i f i c   r i s k   g r o u p .   T h e   r i s k   l e v e l   f o r 

t h i s   i n d i c a t o r   i s   t h e r e f o r e   d e s i g n a t e d   a s   “ s p e c i f i e d   r i s k ” ,   s i n c e   t h e   r i s k   l e v e l   m a y   v a r y   d e p e n d i n g   o n   t h e   

b i o m a s s   f e e d s t o c k   s u p p l y   b a s e .   M o r e   i n f o r m a t i o n :   h t t p s : / / s b p - c e r t . o r g / d o c s / S B P - e n d o r s e d - R e g i o n a l - R i s k - 

A s s e s s m e n t - f o r - L a t v i a . p d f 



 

4.2 Justification

T h e   b a s i s   o f   t h e   p r o v i s i o n s   o f   a g r e e m e n t s   c o n c l u d e d   b y   “ A V O T I   S W F ”   S I A   w i t h   p e l l e t s   b u y e r s   i n   2 0 1 7   i s   

t h e   s u p p l y   o f   S B P - c o m p l i a n t   p r o d u c t s .   T h e r e f o r e ,   t h e   d e c i s i o n   o f   t h e   c o m p a n y   m a n a g e m e n t   i s   t o   d e s i g n   

S B E   r i s k   m i n i m i s a t i o n   m e a s u r e s ,   c o o p e r a t e   w i t h   s u p p l i e r s ,   a t t r a c t   i n d e p e n d e n t   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   s p e c i a l i s t s   

a n d   e x p e r t s   t o   e x c l u d e   t h e   p u r c h a s e   o f   w o o d   t h a t   d o e s   n o t   m e e t   t h e   S B P - c e r t i f i e d   p r o d u c t   s t a t u s . 

S B P   e n d o r s e d   S B P   R e g i o n a l   R i s k s   A s s e s s m e n t s   h a v e   b e e n   d e v e l o p e d   i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   S B P   s t a n d a r d   

N r . 1   v e r s i o n   1 . 0   o f   M a r c h   2 0 1 5   a n d   S B P   s t a n d a r d   N r . 2   v e r s i o n   1 . 0   o f   M a r c h   2 0 1 5 ,   a s s e s s i n g   t h e   r i s k   

c a t e g o r y   f o r   e a c h   S B P   i n d i c a t o r .   T h r o u g h   r e v i e w i n g   a n d   a s s e s s i n g   t h e   r i s k ,   t h e   c o m p a n y   a c q u i r e d   a n   i n - 

d e p t h   u n d e r s t a n d i n g   o f   t h e   w o o d   s u p p l y   r i s k s   t h a t   c o u l d   a f f e c t   t h e   a c c e p t a n c e   o f   S B P   n o n - c o m p l i a n t   

m a t e r i a l   f o r   b i o m a s s   p r o d u c t i o n .   

“ A V O T I   S W F ”   S I A ,   b y   a t t r a c t i n g   i n d e p e n d e n t   b i o t o p e   e x p e r t s ,   p r o f e s s i o n a l   l o g g i n g   c o m p a n y   e x p e r t s   a n d   

n a t u r e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   s p e c i a l i s t s ,   h a s   d e s i g n e d   a   r i s k   m i n i m i s a t i o n   a n d   c o n t r o l   m e c h a n i s m   t o   a s s e s s   a n d   

a p p r o v e   t h o s e   b i o m a s s   s u p p l i e s   a n d   s u p p l i e r s   w h o s e   p r o d u c t s   s u p p l i e d   m e e t   t h e   S B P - c o m p l i a n t   b i o m a s s   

s t a t u s . 

4.3 Results of risk assessment and Supplier Verification 

Programme

T h e   r i s k   a s s e s s m e n t   a n a l y s i s   i n c l u d e s   t h e   r e q u i r e m e n t s   p r o v i d e d   f o r   b y   t h e   l a w s   a n d   r e g u l a t i o n s   o f   t h e   

R e p u b l i c   o f   L a t v i a ,   r e g u l a t o r y   a c t i v i t i e s   o f   t h e   S t a t e   l e g i s l a t i o n   a n d   l a w s   a n d   r e g u l a t i o n s   f o r   p r i m a r y   a n d   

s e c o n d a r y   w o o d   s u p p l y   f r o m   t h e   L a t v i a n   f o r e s t   p r o p e r t i e s . 

C o n s i d e r i n g   t h e   s p e c i f i c   n a t u r e   o f   L a t v i a   a n d   e x p e r t   r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,   “ S p e c i f i e d   r i s k ”   w a s   a p p l i e d   w i t h   

r e g a r d   t o   b i o t o p e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   ( H C V   c a t e g o r y   3 ) ,   o c c u p a t i o n a l   s a f e t y ,   b i r d   h a b i t a t   p r e s e r v a t i o n   ( H C V   

c a t e g o r y   1 ) ,   a n d   h i s t o r i c a l   a n d   c u l t u r a l   o b j e c t s   ( H C V   c a t e g o r y   6 ) . 

F e e d s t o c k   s u p p l i e s   f r o m   L a t v i a n   f o r e s t   p r o p e r t i e s 

S B P   r i s k   m i n i m i s a t i o n   a n d   s u p p l i e r   a u d i t s   a n d   r e s u l t s   d e s c r i b e d   b e l o w   a n d   r e l a t e d   t o   s p e c i f i e d   r i s k s   a r e   

a v a i l a b l e   t o   t h i r d   a n d   i n t e r e s t e d   p a r t i e s   a s   d o c u m e n t a l   e v i d e n c e   o f   t h e   a u d i t s   p e r f o r m e d .   I n f o r m a t i o n ,   t h e   

d a t a b a s e   o f   a s s e s s m e n t s   p e r f o r m e d   i n c l u d e s   p r o p e r t y   n a m e s ,   c a d a s t r e s ,   p l o t s ,   n o t e s   o n   i n d i c a t o r s   o f   

b i o l o g i c a l   d i v e r s i t y ,   i n d e p e n d e n t   e x p e r t   r e p o r t s ,   r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s ,   d e c i s i o n s   m a d e   r e g a r d i n g   b i o m a s s   

s u p p l i e r s . 

I n f o r m a t i o n   o b t a i n e d   d u r i n g   r i s k   a s s e s s m e n t   a n d   f i e l d   t e s t i n g   o f   t h e   i n f o r m a t i o n   f o r   a l l   S B E   r i s k   c a t e g o r i e s   

c o n f i r m e d   t h a t   f o r   4   c a t e g o r i e s   –   b i o t o p e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   ( H C V   c a t e g o r y   3 ) ,   o c c u p a t i o n a l   s a f e t y ,   b i r d   h a b i t a t   

p r e s e r v a t i o n   ( H C V   c a t e g o r y   1 ) ,   a n d   h i s t o r i c a l   a n d   c u l t u r a l   o b j e c t s   ( H C V   c a t e g o r y   6 )   –   a   s p e c i f i e d   r i s k   i s   

a p p l i c a b l e ,   w h e r e a s   f o r   t h e   o t h e r   c a t e g o r i e s   t h e   r i s k   i s   l o w . 



R i s k   a s s e s s m e n t   a n d   r i s k   m i n i m i s a t i o n   m e c h a n i s m   i n   p r i m a r y   w o o d   a u d i t s   b e f o r e   l o g g i n g   c o n f i r m   t h a t   

s p e c i f i e d   r i s k s   a r e   u r g e n t   i n   l o g g i n g . 

S e c o n d a r y   w o o d   a p p r o v a l   i s   p o s s i b l e   o n l y   f o r   t h o s e   p r o c e s s o r s   w h o   h a v e   a n   “ A V O T I   S W F ”   S I A   S B E - 

a p p r o v e d   s u p p l i e r   a n d   w h o   h a v e   a g r e e d   t o   c o o p e r a t i o n   t o   a s s e s s   a n d   m i n i m i s e   r i s k s   b e f o r e   l o g g i n g   

( b i o l o g i c a l   a n d   h i s t o r i c a l   a n d   c u l t u r a l   v a l u e s ) ,   o r   d u r i n g   l o g g i n g   ( o c c u p a t i o n a l   s a f e t y )   a t   t h e   w o o d   

p r o c u r e m e n t   s i t e . 

4.4 Conclusion

F e e d s t o c k   s u p p l i e s   f r o m   L a t v i a n   f o r e s t   p r o p e r t i e s 

S i n c e   J a n u a r y   2 0 1 8 ,   b y   i n t r o d u c i n g   t h e   S B E   s y s t e m   a n d   r e v i e w i n g   c o o p e r a t i o n   w i t h   w o o d   s u p p l i e r s ,   

e f f e c t i v e   i n f o r m a t i o n   e x c h a n g e   h a s   b e e n   a c h i e v e d ,   o b t a i n i n g   i n f o r m a t i o n   o n   f o r e s t   p r o p e r t i e s   b e f o r e   

l o g g i n g ,   d u r i n g   a n d   a f t e r   l o g g i n g .   T h i s   i s   s i g n i f i c a n t   f o r   e f f e c t i v e   i m p l e m e n t a t i o n   o f   c o r r e c t i v e   o r   p r e v e n t i v e   

a c t i v i t i e s   i n   c a s e   o f   p o s s i b l e   r i s k s   t o   p r e s e r v e   b i o l o g i c a l   d i v e r s i t y ,   s t u d y   a n d   i n i t i a t e   t h e   i m p l e m e n t a t i o n   o f   

o c c u p a t i o n a l   s a f e t y   m e a s u r e s   i n   t h e   l o g g i n g   p r o c e s s ,   a n d   t o   d e c l i n e   s u p p l i e r s   o r   m a t e r i a l s   s u p p l i e d   w h i c h   

m a y   t h r e a t e n   t h e   e f f e c t i v e n e s s   o f   t h e   S B E   s y s t e m   w h e r e   r i s k s   h a v e   b e e n   i d e n t i f i e d . 

“ A V O T I   S W F ”   S I A   c a n   o v e r a l l   c o n c l u d e   t h a t   c o o p e r a t i o n   i s   e f f e c t i v e   w i t h   s u p p l i e r s   w h o   t a k e   f a i r   r i s k   

m i n i m i s a t i o n   m e a s u r e s .   A l l   t h e   i n f o r m a t i o n   r e q u i r e d   f o r   r i s k   s u r v e y   a n d   p r e v e n t i o n   a n d   t h e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   o f   

n a t u r e   v a l u e s   i s   p r o v i d e d ,   i n   k e e p i n g   w i t h   t h e   r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s   o f   t h e   e x p e r t s   i n v i t e d . 

R i s k   m i n i m i s a t i o n   m e a s u r e s   a r e   i m p l e m e n t e d   f o r   w o o d   p r o c e s s o r s   ( s e c o n d a r y   r a w   m a t e r i a l   s u p p l i e r s )   f o r   

a p p r o v e d   S B E   s u p p l i e r s .   T h e   s y s t e m   i s   b a s e d   o n   p r i m a r y   r a w   m a t e r i a l   c o n t r o l   a n d   S B P - c o m p l i a n t   m a t e r i a l   

r e g i s t r a t i o n ,   r e g i s t r a t i o n   o f   p r o c e s s e d   m a t e r i a l   i n   c r e d i t   s y s t e m s   c a l c u l a t i o n . 



5 Supply Base Evaluation process

T h e   s y s t e m   o f   r i s k   m i n i m i s a t i o n   m e a s u r e s ,   s u p p l i e r   a u d i t s ,   p r o p e r t y   p l o t   v i s i t i n g   c r i t e r i a ,   r e g i s t e r s ,   

a s s e s s m e n t   f o r m s ,   e x p e r t   i n v o l v e m e n t   p r o c e s s ,   o c c u p a t i o n a l   s a f e t y   a s s e s s m e n t   p r o c e d u r e ,   a r e   d e f i n e d   i n   

t h e   g e n e r a l   S B E   s y s t e m   p r o c e d u r e s . 

S B E   s y s t e m   e f f e c t i v e n e s s   s u m m a r y   r e p o r t   a n d   r i s k   a s s e s s m e n t   r e s u l t s   w e r e   a c h i e v e d   b y   p e r f o r m i n g   f o r e s t 

p l o t   r i s k   a s s e s s m e n t ,   p h y s i c a l   a u d i t s   w i t h   o r   w i t h o u t   t h e   p r e s e n c e   o f   l o g g i n g   c o m p a n i e s .   A d d i t i o n a l   

c o n s u l t a t i o n   t o o k   p l a c e   w i t h   e x p e r t s ,   o t h e r   f o r e s t r y   a n d   l o g g i n g   c o m p a n i e s ,   a n d   t h e   r e s u l t s   a n d   e x p e r i e n c e   

g a i n e d   w e r e   d i s c u s s e d   a t   t h e   c o m p a n y   m a n a g e m e n t   l e v e l ,   t h e   r e s u l t s   a r e   s u b m i t t e d   t o   t h e   a u d i t o r   

c o m p a n y . 

F o r   c o n f i r m i n g   t h e   f u l f i l m e n t   o f   S B E   r i s k   m i n i m i s a t i o n   r e q u i r e m e n t s   a n d   a s s e s s i n g   t h e   c o m p e t e n c y   o f   

s u p p l i e r s ,   l o g g i n g   c o m p a n i e s ,   p r o c e s s o r s ,   a n d   e x p e r t s   i n   o c c u p a t i o n a l   s a f e t y   a n d   b i o t o p e   a n d   b i r d   n e s t   

s u r v e y s ,   a s   w e l l   a s   i d e n t i f i c a t i o n   o f   p o s s i b l e   h i s t o r i c a l   a n d   c u l t u r a l   o b j e c t s   w e r e   i n v i t e d . 

F o r   S B E   s y s t e m   d e s i g n   a n d   s u p p l y   a s s e s s m e n t ,   t h e   r i s k   m i n i m i s a t i o n   m e a s u r e s ,   a u d i t s ,   a n d   

c o m m u n i c a t i o n   w i t h   a p p r o v e d   s u p p l i e r s   a n d   e x p e r t s   i s   i m p l e m e n t e d   b y   “ A V O T I   S W F ”   S I A   q u a l i t y   m a n a g e r   

w i t h   1 5   y e a r s   o f   e x p e r i e n c e   i n   w o o d   i n d u s t r y ,   m a n y   y e a r s   o f   e x p e r i e n c e   i n   F S C   s y s t e m   m a i n t e n a n c e   a n d   

w o o d   o r i g i n   a s s e s s m e n t   i n   f o r e s t r y ,   a n d   1 4   y e a r s   o f   e x p e r i e n c e   a n d   k n o w l e d g e   i n   f o r e s t r y   a n d   t h e   f i e l d   o f   

w o o d   s u p p l y ,   p r o c u r e m e n t   a n d   L e g i s l a t i o n . 

A s   t h e   b a s i s   f o r   t h e   S B P   S B E   r i s k   m i n i m i s a t i o n   s y s t e m ,   a n   a u d i t   p r o g r a m m e   h a s   b e e n   d e s i g n e d   a n d   F S C   

C R N   m i n i m i s a t i o n   m e a s u r e s   p r o g r a m m e   g u i d e l i n e s ,   F S C   s u p p l y   a n d   F S C   F o r e s t   c e r t i f i c a t i o n   s y s t e m   

e x p e r i e n c e   a n d   k n o w l e d g e   i n   f o r e s t r y   a n d   i n   t h e   f i e l d   o f   w o o d   s u p p l y   l e g i s l a t i o n   h a v e   b e e n   u s e d . 



6 Stakeholder consultation

T h e   c o m p a n y ,   o n   6   M a r c h   2 0 1 8 ,   p u b l i s h e d   a n   S B P   r i s k   a s s e s s m e n t   o n   i t s   w e b s i t e .   A n   i n f o r m a t i v e   l e t t e r   o n   

t h e   r i s k   a s s e s s m e n t   d e s i g n e d   i n   a c c o r d a n c e   w i t h   S B P   S t a n d a r d   w a s   e - m a i l e d   t o   t h e   i n t e r e s t e d   p a r t i e s .   T h e 

l i s t   o f   i n t e r e s t e d   p a r t i e s   w a s   c r e a t e d   s o   a s   t o   i n c l u d e   a   m a x i m u m   n u m b e r   o f   r e c i p i e n t s   w h o   r e p r e s e n t   t h e   

e c o n o m i c ,   s o c i a l ,   a n d   e n v i r o n m e n t a l   i n t e r e s t s   o f   s o c i e t y ,   a n d   t h e   l o c a l   g o v e r n m e n t s .   T h e   t o t a l   n u m b e r   o f   

r e c i p i e n t s   i s   a p p r o x i m a t e l y   8 6   c o r r e s p o n d e n t s . 

S B P   r i s k   a s s e s s m e n t   i s   a v a i l a b l e   o n   S B P   w e b s i t e : 

h t t p s : / / s b p - c e r t . o r g / d o c u m e n t s / s t a n d a r d s - d o c u m e n t s / r i s k - a s s e s s m e n t s / l a t v i a / 

“ A V O T I   S W F ”   S I A   q u a l i t y   m a n a g e r   h a s   p e r f o r m e d   a n d   p e r f o r m s   c o n s u l t a t i o n s   w i t h   i n t e r e s t e d   p a r t i e s   i n   

p e r s o n ,   b y   p h o n e ,   b y   a t t e n d i n g   s e m i n a r s   o n   b i o t o p e   i d e n t i f i c a t i o n ,   l o g g i n g   p r o c e s s e s   a n d   c o n s e r v a t i o n   o f   

b i o l o g i c a l   v a l u e s   o f   n a t u r e   i n   l o g g i n g ,   o n   t h e   a s s e s s m e n t   o f   e f f e c t s   o n   t h e   e n v i r o n m e n t ,   o n   o c c u p a t i o n a l   

s a f e t y   i n   l o g g i n g . 

R e s p o n s e s   t o   t h e   c o m m e n t s   r e c e i v e d   f r o m   i n t e r e s t e d   p a r t i e s . 

A n   e - m a i l   f r o m   t h e   N a t u r e   C o n s e r v a t i o n   A g e n c y   w a s   r e c e i v e d   w i t h   r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s   f o r   s p e c i f y i n g   t h e   t e x t 

o f   S B R   r e p o r t . 

6.1 Response to stakeholder comments

 
Description: The Nature Conservation Agency

Comment: The Agency appreciates that in January – March 2018 biotope monitoring risk audits were 
initiated in Vidzeme and Latgale and that logging companies will not supply wood from 
forests with high biological value.

Response: N/A

 



7 Mitigation measures

7.1 Mitigation measures

Country: Latvia

Specified risk indicator: 2.1.1 The BP has implemented appropriate control systems and procedures

for verifying that forests and other areas with high conservation value in the 

Supply Base are identified and mapped.

Specific risk description:

S u b s t a n t i a l   a r e a s   o f   h i g h   c o n s e r v a t i o n   v a l u e   ( H C V )   f o r   n a t u r e   i n   L a t v i a n   

f o r e s t s   h a v e   b e e n   i d e n t i f i e d ,   a r e   k n o w n   a n d   m a p p e d .   A n   a c t i v e   

e x a m i n a t i o n   a n d   i d e n t i f i c a t i o n   o f   E U   p r o t e c t e d   h a b i t a t s   a n d   W o o d l a n d   K e y   

H a b i t a t s   ( W K H s )   i s   t a k i n g   p l a c e   i n   s t a t e   f o r e s t s   a n d   F S C - c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t s .   

H o w e v e r ,   t h e r e   i s   n o t   e n o u g h   i n f o r m a t i o n   a b o u t   t h e   l o c a t i o n   o f   H C V   f o r e s t , 

a n d   m a j o r   g a p s   i n   k n o w l e d g e   a b o u t   H C V   f o r e s t ,   i n   n o n - c e r t i f i e d ,   p r i m a r i l y   

p r i v a t e l y - o w n e d ,   f o r e s t . 

I n f o r m a t i o n   o n   t h e   g e o g r a p h i c a l   d i s t r i b u t i o n   o f   m a j o r   c o n c e n t r a t i o n s   o f   

l a r g e - s c a l e   n a t u r e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   a r e a s   i s   s u f f i c i e n t   a n d   t h e r e   a r e   n o   m a j o r   

g a p s   f o r   t h i s   a s p e c t .   M a n y   o f   t h e   i m p o r t a n t   f o r e s t   a r e a s   a r e   d e s i g n a t e d   a s   

p r o t e c t e d / n a t u r e   c o n s e r v a t i o n   a r e a s   o n   n a t i o n a l   o r   E U   l e v e l   ( N a t u r a   2 0 0 0   

s i t e s ) .   G i v e n   t h e   l a c k   o f   i n f o r m a t i o n   o n   H C V   f o r e s t s   –   W K H s   a n d / o r   E U   

p r o t e c t e d   h a b i t a t s   i n   n o n - c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t s ,   p a r t i c u l a r l y   i n   p r i v a t e   f o r e s t s ,   

t h i s   c a t e g o r y   i s   a s s i g n e d   “ s p e c i f i e d   r i s k ”   s t a t u s . 

S e e   m o r e   i n f o r m a t i o n :   h t t p s : / / s b p - c e r t . o r g / d o c s / S B P - e n d o r s e d - R e g i o n a l - 

R i s k - A s s e s s m e n t - f o r - L a t v i a . p d f   

Mitigation measure:

·   I n s p e c t i o n   o f   f e l l i n g   a r e a s   i n   L a t b i o   d a t a b a s e   

( h t t p : / / l a t b i o . l v / M B I / s e a r c h _ d b ) 

·   P o t e n t i a l   W K H   f i e l d   a u d i t   u s i n g   W H K   a s s e s s m e n t   q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

·   R e q u e s t   o f   h a b i t a t   e x p e r t   e v a l u a t i o n 

Country: Latvia

Specified risk indicator: 2.1.2 The BP has implemented appropriate control systems and procedures



to identify and address potential threats to forests and other areas with high

conservation values from forest management activities.

Specific risk description:

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e   s a m p l e s   o f   n a t u r a l   f o r e s t   h a b i t a t s   a n d   v a l u a b l e   

e c o s y s t e m s   i n   L a t v i a   a r e   s u r v e y e d ,   i d e n t i f i e d   a n d   p r o t e c t e d   u n d e r   t h e   

H a b i t a t s   D i r e c t i v e   ( C o u n c i l   D i r e c t i v e   9 2 / 4 3 / E E C   o n   t h e   C o n s e r v a t i o n   o f   

n a t u r a l   h a b i t a t s   a n d   o f   w i l d   f a u n a   a n d   f l o r a )   a n d   d e s i g n a t e d   a s   N a t u r a   

2 0 0 0   s i t e s .   P a r c e l s   o f   s e m i - n a t u r a l   f o r e s t s   w i t h   h i g h   b i o d i v e r s i t y   v a l u e   

c o n c e n t r a t i o n s   a r e   i d e n t i f i e d   a s   E U   P r o t e c t e d   h a b i t a t s   a n d / o r   W o o d l a n d   

k e y   h a b i t a t s   ( W K H ) .   A g g r e g a t i o n s   o f   W K H s   a n d   E U   p r o t e c t e d   h a b i t a t s   a r e   

d e s i g n a t e d   a s   p r o t e c t e d   t e r r i t o r i e s   a t   a   n a t i o n a l   l e v e l   o r   a s   N a t u r a   2 0 0 0   

s i t e s   i n   E U   l e v e l .   H o w e v e r ,   p a r t   o f   t h e   h i g h   c o n s e r v a t i o n   v a l u e   a r e a s   s u c h   

a s   W K H s   a n d   E U   p r o t e c t e d   h a b i t a t s   r e m a i n   o u t s i d e   p r o t e c t e d   a r e a s .   

B a s e d   o n   d i f f e r e n t   s o u r c e s   o f   i n f o r m a t i o n ,   s u c h   a s   r e p o r t s ,   d a t a b a s e s   a n d   

s t a t i s t i c a l   d a t a   i t   i s   e v i d e n t   t h a t   H C V   f o r e s t   –   W K H s   a n d   E U   p r o t e c t e d   

h a b i t a t s   -   h a v e   o n l y   a   p a r t i a l   l e v e l   o f   p r o t e c t i o n ,   e i t h e r   b y   f a l l i n g   i n s i d e   

N a t u r a   2 0 0 0   s i t e   o r   t h r o u g h   v o l u n t a r y   p r o t e c t i o n   b y   c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t   

m a n a g e r s .   H o w e v e r ,   s i g n i f i c a n t   a r e a s   o f   H C V   f o r e s t ,   w h i c h   a r e   p a r t   o f   

p r i v a t e ,   m u n i c i p a l   a n d   o t h e r   f o r e s t   p r o p e r t i e s ,   d o   n o t   h a v e   a n y   p r o t e c t i o n . 

F o r   d e t a i l e d   f i n d i n g s ,   p l e a s e   s e e :   h t t p s : / / s b p - c e r t . o r g / d o c s / S B P - e n d o r s e d - 

R e g i o n a l - R i s k - A s s e s s m e n t - f o r - L a t v i a . p d f 
Mitigation measure:

·   I n s p e c t i o n   o f   f e l l i n g   a r e a s   i n   L a t b i o   d a t a b a s e   

( h t t p : / / l a t b i o . l v / M B I / s e a r c h _ d b ) 

·   P o t e n t i a l   W K H   f i e l d   a u d i t   u s i n g   W H K   a s s e s s m e n t   q u e s t i o n n a i r e 

·   R e q u e s t   o f   h a b i t a t   e x p e r t   e v a l u a t i o n 

Country: Latvia

Specified risk indicator: 2.8.1 The BP has implemented appropriate control systems and procedures

for verifying that appropriate safeguards are put in place to protect the 

health and safety of forest workers (CPET S12).

Specific risk description:

L o g g i n g   c o m p a n i e s   t h a t   a r e   w o r k i n g   i n   F S C   F M / C O C   c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t   

o p e r a t i o n s   ( f o r   e x a m p l e ,   s t a t e   f o r e s t   e n t e r p r i s e ,   c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t   o w n e r s   a n d 

m a n a g e r s )   b a s e d   o n   s u b c o n t r a c t i n g   a g r e e m e n t s ,   a r e   m o n i t o r e d   n o t   o n l y   

b y   t h e   f o r e s t   m a n a g e r s   w h o   r e q u i r e   f u l f i l m e n t   o f   F S C   r e q u i r e m e n t s   s e t   i n   

P 4   ( P 2   i n   F S S T D - 0 1 - 0 0 1   v   5 - 0 ) ,   b u t   a l s o   b y   t h e   a c c r e d i t e d   F S C   

c e r t i f i c a t i o n   b o d i e s   t h a t   d o   f i e l d   o b s e r v a t i o n s   o f   s u c h   c o m p a n i e s   d u r i n g   

c e r t i f i c a t i o n   a u d i t s .   H o w e v e r ,   t h e r e   a r e   c o n c e r n s   r e g a r d i n g   c o n t r a c t o r s   



w o r k i n g   i n   n o n c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t s   b e c a u s e   o f   p e r i o d i c a l l y   o c c u r r i n g   d e a t h   a n d   

s e r i o u s   i n j u r i e s   a t   t h e   w o r k   p l a c e s .   I n   a d d i t i o n ,   t h e r e   a r e   n o t   e n o u g h   

e f f i c i e n t   m e a s u r e s   i m p l e m e n t e d   t o   e n s u r e   t h a t   c o n t r a c t o r s   w o r k i n g   i n   n o n - 

c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t s   f o l l o w   t h e   h e a l t h   a n d   s a f e t y   r e q u i r e m e n t s .   T h e r e f o r e ,   i t   

w a s   p r o p o s e d   t o   d e s i g n a t e   t h i s   c r i t e r i o n   w i t h   “ s p e c i f i e d   r i s k ”   f o r   c o n t r a c t o r s 

w o r k i n g   i n   n o n - c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t s . 

A l l   m a j o r   f o r e s t   h a r v e s t i n g   c o m p a n i e s   h a v e   s o l i d   h e a l t h   a n d   s a f e t y   

p r o c e d u r e s   i n   p l a c e .   M a j o r   t i m b e r   h a r v e s t i n g   c o m p a n i e s   h a v e   i m p r o v e d   

t h e i r   H & S   p r o c e d u r e s   a n d   p e r f o r m a n c e   i n   t h e   l a s t   1 0   y e a r s   b y   i n t r o d u c i n g   

m o d e r n   a n d   a d v a n c e d   h a r v e s t i n g   t e c h n i q u e s   a n d   e q u i p m e n t .   M o s t   o f   t h e   

h a r v e s t i n g   w o r k   ( 8 0 % )   a r e   d o n e   i n   a   m e c h a n i s e d   w a y .   H i g h   s t a n d a r d s   w i t h 

r e g a r d   t o   t h e   h e a l t h   a n d   s a f e t y   i s s u e s   a r e   m a i n t a i n e d   i n   t h e   m a n u a l   

f e l l i n g / h a r v e s t i n g   w o r k   t h r o u g h   g o o d   s p e c i a l i s e d   p r o f e s s i o n a l   e d u c a t i o n   

a n d   s o l i d   r e g u l a t o r y   l e g i s l a t i o n   f r a m e w o r k s .   O f f i c i a l   l a b o u r   p r o t e c t i o n   

s t a t i s t i c s   s h o w i n g   a   d e c r e a s i n g   t r e n d   i n   a c c i d e n t s   i n   t h e   f o r e s t r y   s e c t o r .     

A c c o r d i n g   t o   o u t c o m e   o f   t h e   f o r e s t r y   s e c t o r   c o m p a n y   s u r v e y   r e g a r d i n g   

o c c u p a t i o n a l   h e a l t h   a n d   s a f e t y   i s s u e s ,   a n d   t h e   o p i n i o n   o f   p r o f e s s i o n a l   

O c c u p a t i o n a l   H e a l t h   &   S a f e t y   ( O H & S )   i n s t i t u t i o n s ,   t h e   r i s k   l e v e l   c a n n o t   b e   

s p e c i f i e d   o v e r a l l   a s   “ l o w   r i s k ” .   I n f o r m a t i o n   f r o m   t h e   c o n s u l t e d   e n f o r c e m e n t   

a n d   p r o f e s s i o n a l   i n s t i t u t i o n s   s h o w s   t h a t   t h e   l e v e l   o f   O H & S   p e r f o r m a n c e   

m a y   v a r y   a m o n g   t h e   c o m p a n i e s   w o r k i n g   i n   t h e   f o r e s t r y   s e c t o r .   T h e r e   a r e   

c o m p a n i e s   w i t h   v e r y   g o o d   O H & S   p e r f o r m a n c e   r e c o r d s   a s   w e l l   a s   

c o m p a n i e s   w h o   a r e   w o r k i n g   a s   s u b c o n t r a c t o r s   f o r   c e r t i f i e d   f o r e s t   

m a n a g e r s   a n d   w h o   a r e   r o u t i n e l y   c h e c k e d   f o r   O H & S   i s s u e s   ,   s u c h   a r e   

c o n s i d e r e d   a s   a   l o w   r i s k   g r o u p .   O n   t h e   o t h e r   h a n d ,   i t   i s   g e n e r a l l y   

a c k n o w l e d g e d   t h a t   s e l f - e m p l o y e d   p e r s o n s   w o r k i n g   i n   t h e   f o r e s t   s e c t o r   

g e n e r a l l y   h a v e   w o r s e   O H & S   p e r f o r m a n c e   r e c o r d s ,   w h i c h   i s   w h y   t h e y   c a n   

b e   c o n s i d e r e d   a s   a   s p e c i f i c   r i s k   g r o u p .   T h e   r i s k   l e v e l   f o r   t h i s   i n d i c a t o r   i s   

t h e r e f o r e   d e s i g n a t e d   a s   “ s p e c i f i e d   r i s k ” ,   s i n c e   t h e   r i s k   l e v e l   m a y   v a r y   

d e p e n d i n g   o n   t h e   b i o m a s s   f e e d s t o c k   s u p p l y   b a s e .   M o r e   

i n f o r m a t i o n :   h t t p s : / / s b p - c e r t . o r g / d o c s / S B P - e n d o r s e d - R e g i o n a l - R i s k - 

A s s e s s m e n t - f o r - L a t v i a . p d f 
Mitigation measure:

·   T h e   s y s t e m   o f   f i e l d   t e s t s   h a s   b e e n   d e v e l o p e d .   R e p r e s e n t a t i v e   o f   S I A   

“ A v o t i   S W F ”   p e r f o r m   a   f i e l d   a u d i t   t o   e v a l u a t e   c o m p l i a n c e   w i t h   w o r k   s a f e t y   

r e q u i r e m e n t s   i n   l o g g i n g   o p e r a t i o n s .   

 T h e   q u e s t i o n n a i r e   i s   u s e d   f o r   t h e   e v a l u a t i o n .   I t   i s   b a s e d   o n   

r e q u i r e m e n t s   o f   C a b i n e t   o f   M i n i s t e r s   R e g u l a t i o n s   N o . 3 1 0   

“ L a b o r   p r o t e c t i o n   r e q u i r e m e n t s   i n   f o r e s t r y ”   ( 0 9 . 0 5 . 2 0 1 2 . ) 

 E m p h a s i s   i s   p l a c e d   o n   l o g g e r s   w h o   u s e   h a n d   s a w s .   

7.2 Monitoring and outcomes



A f t e r   o n - s i t e   s u r v e i l l a n c e   a u d i t s   w h e n   t h e   r i s k s   o f   p o s s i b l e   b i o t o p e s   a n d   o c c u p a t i o n a l   s a f e t y   w e r e   

a s s e s s e d ,   t h e   m a n a g e m e n t   o f   t h e   c o m p a n y   h a s   m a d e   a   d e c i s i o n   t o   p e r f o r m   a d d i t i o n a l   a u d i t s   f o r   s u p p l i e r s   

w h o   f a i l e d   t o   m e e t   t h e   c r i t e r i a   f o r   p e r m i s s i b l e   r e s u l t s   o f   c o m p a n y ’ s   r i s k   m i t i g a t i o n   p r o g r a m . 

S u p p l y   r e g i o n s   —   V i d z e m e ,   L a t g a l e .   

D e t a i l e d   f i n d i n g s   f o r   e v e r y   i n d i c a t o r   a r e   g i v e n   i n   r i s k   a s s e s s m e n t . 

R i s k   a s s e s s m e n t :   h t t p s : / / s b p - c e r t . o r g / d o c u m e n t s / r i s k - a s s e s s m e n t s / l a t v i a . 



8 Detailed findings for indicators

Detailed findings for each Indicator are given in Annex 1 in case the Regional Risk Assessment (RRA) is not 

used. 

Is RRA used? Yes



9 Review of report

9.1 Peer review

The final version of the report was sent to the specialists in the wood industry, forestry and forest 

environmentprocesses.Thereportwassentforreviewto:JānisRozītis– CEO and Forest Programme 

Manager, Pasaules Dabas Fonds (WWF associated partner in Latvia) – experience in sustainable forestry 

practice, assessment: The base supply report includes a general description of the base supply forest 

management, offering an insight into the governance of the forest sector, and describes the measures 

implemented to ensure biological diversity and social needs in the forest. The information provided in the 

report is current and corresponds to the information sources used. The company’s decision to configure a 

procurement of timber raw materials originating from forest managed in accordance with the requirements of 

the FSC forest management certification standard is commendable. It is recommended that the company 

should increase the proportion of procurements of timber raw materials sourced from forest managed in this 

way. Realizing the huge degree to which protection of biological diversity and social needs are relevant to 

forest management in Latvia, the employees responsible within the company need to develop their 

knowledge of environmentally friendly and socially responsible forest management, which is also required 

through the introduction at the earliest opportunity of the SBE system, as well as developing a supervisory 

system and conducting audits at site where the timber resources of raw materials suppliers are produced.

9.2 Public or additional reviews

The public version of the supply base report in the Latvian and English languages is publicly available at 

https://www.avoti.lv/en/wood-pellets  for interested parties. After familiarization with the report, comments and

clarifications can be sent to arnita.apine@avoti.lv



10 Approval of report

Approval of Supply Base Report by senior management 

Report 
Prepared 
by:

Arnita Apine Quality manager 21 Jan 2021

Name Title
Date
 

The undersigned persons confirm that I/we are members of the organisation’s senior management
and do hereby affirm that the contents of this evaluation report were duly acknowledged by senior 
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Annex 1: Detailed findings for Supply Base Evaluation 

indicators

N/A 
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